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hoiderg holding at least tem per centum of the
paid-up eapital”’ inserted by a previous Com-
mittee be struck oant.

Amendment put and passed; the eclause
as amended agreed to.

Clavse 320—Registration and documents
to be delivered to Registrar:

Hon. G, W, MILES: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following words (struck out by a
previous Committee} be added to paragraph
(¢) of Subelanse 1:—*¢Where there are diree-
tors in this State a memorandum shall be at-
tached to the said list stating the powers of
the local directors.’’

These words were struck out by a previous
Committee and I think they shounld be
reinserted. It has been gaid that directors
simply draw their salaries and get office
boys to lick the stamps on the receipts. If
a shareholder desires to consulf the diree-
tors he cannot do eo; he must see the man-
ager, who shelters himself behind the board.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
passed.

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments and the reports adopted.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Does the Minister
wish o re-print of the Bill# I have dis-
cussed this matter with the Clerk.  The
Bill is very lengthy and I doubt whetker a
re-print could be obtained tomorrow.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We
have to accept it as it stands.

will

House adjourned at 2.18 a.m. (Friday)

Tegislative Assembly.
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QUESTIONS (3).
RAILWAYS.

As to Charge for Camp Eguipment,

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

(1) What is the total vaiue of the tent,
blankets, and other camp equipment leaned
to “ways and works” men engaged on build-
ing and repair jobs away from home?

(2) What is the weekly rent charged to
these men for this equipment?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) £18 10s, per set.

(2) No rent is charged for the use of this
cquipment but, ander the W.A.A.S.R.E.
award (clause 36 k), employees when called
upon to camp away from their home station
for not less than three nights are provided
with tent or van, and stretcher, rugs and
cooking utensils, and granted a eamping-
out allowance of 2s. 6d. per day. If the
equipment is not provided, the employee con-
cerned rececives an allowance of 8s. per day.

MEAT.
As to Army and Export Prices.

Mr. SEWARD (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agrienlture:

(1) Can he state whether the arrange-
ments for mutton e¢ontracts will provide for
separate quotations for mutton supplied to
the Armed Forces, and for that exported
to the United Kingdom ¢

(2) Did the price he quoted on Tuesday
last, namely, 434d. per 1b., refer to mutton
supplied to the Armed Forces or to that
which it is boped to export?

The MINISTER replied: I have received
a copy of this question asked without notice.
I wish to make it clear that I stated in the
course of my remarks two days ago that no
contracts had been finalised with the United
Kingdom. I assumed that if we can get the
price of 434d. it might be a satisfactory
price representing, as it does, a marked in-
crease on anything we previously had for
United Kingdom contraets I would think
that when the matter is finalised there is
likely to be a variation between the Serviee
contracts and the United Kingdom con-
tracts. That might reasonably follow. X
have no information in eonnection with the
United Kingdom contraet price being ac-
cepted. I have asked the Controller of Meat
Rationing to make it available as soon as
anything is finalised.
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AXE HANDLE.
As to Sample.

Mr. SEWARD (without notice) asked the
Minister for Industrial Development:

(1) Did he receive by post an axe
handle?

(2) Has he examined it?

(3) Is it a fair sample of local products
for which his department is responsible?

The MINISTER replied: No, not yet.

BILI—EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT.
Third Reading.

TEE MINISTER TOR THE NORTH-
WEST [4.34]: T move—
That the Bill be now read a third time.

MRS, CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco):
This Bill has neglected something and T ask
members to listen for a few minntes while I
tell them what I think has been omitted. We
have failed to mention the eommercial col-
leges of this eity. About 800 children at-
tend these colleges. At the present time
they leave school at the age of 14 and take
& year, perhaps, at a eommercial eollege for
which, of course, they pay. Some of them
do not pay immediately on entering the col-
lege, but from their job later. However,
they are accepted by the schools. These 800
children are well-trained—many of them
pass their Junior University examination
from these colleges and the majority, if not
all of them, go out later and find jobs.

I have been asked today: What is to be-
come of these ecommereial colleges if we raise
the school-leaving age to 15 withont making
provision for them to be recognised? I
understand that if a child at the age of 14
vears leaves a State school to attend
Christian Brothers’ College, Hale Schaol, or
the Presbyterian Ladies’ College, or some
other reeognised college, it can remain there
for a yenr until attaining the age of 15
without any question arising. If, however,
such a child wanted to go to a commercial
college it would, perhaps, not be recognised
as attending a school. I therefore raise the
guestion so that the Minister can elucidate
the point and let us know what can be done.
If he can do nothing now, something may
be done in another place so as to make these
eolleges conform with the schools now recog-
nised as schools at which children can attend.

MR, BAMPSON (Swan): I desire to say
a few words in order to register my ap-
proval and support ef this Bill, concerning
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which I did not speak during the second
reading stage. There is no -doubi that the
future of the State depends on the chil-
dren, and a measure which gives considera-
tion along the lines of progress must be
beneficial. Today the three R’ are no lon-
ger sufficient for-the education that must
be acquired. They help, but beyond that
they scarcely amount to anything. They
start the work, certainly, and no doubt pro-
vide the foundation. The provision in the
Bill to inerease the leaving age from 14 to
15 is undoubtedly a step in the right direc-
tion. It shows that the State is moving
into line with other countries where edu-
cation is treated with the greatest consid-
eration, ’

When a child leaves school at the age
of 14, he leaves just at the time when the
mind is developing, and the added year will
mean very much more to him than the tui-
tion that has been received in any previ-
ous year. A lad of 14 needs care and also
right teaching. If he is given the right
lead, he will prove a more capable man than
would otherwise be possible. What applies
to the hoy applies equally to the girl; the
eopsideration piven in the one ease must be
given in the other. A reasonable time must
necessarily be spent at school and the pro-
vision for an added year is fully justified.
If a person makes a success of his life in
spite of the fact that his education had been
exceedingly meagre, his schooling having
terminated at an early age, we eannot but
agreas that he would have proved a better
man and better able to face the problems,
anxieties and difficulties of life had he re-
ceived a more reasonable amount of school-
ing.

There is a growing realisation of the im-
portance of education, but I appreciate that
associated with the raising of the school-
leaving age are some problems. The par-
ents, for instance, must be given considera-
tion. If this proposal is carried to its
nltimate and most suceessful conclusion an
allowance should be provided for the echil-
dren kept at school. This should apply
without reference to the fact that the par-
ents are indigent or otherwise. It should
be their right and there should be no sug-
gestion of indigency. In Russia considera-
tion is given to families where the children
are in attendance at school. Children are
the greatest asset of the State. Tomorrow
our places will be occupied by them.
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Public opinion is undoubtedly appreciat-
ing the importance of education. Not many
years ago the feeling was quite different,
but everyone now recognises that each child
is entitled as a right to a sound education.
Having arrived in the world, which is be-
coming more and more diffeult every year,
the child has a right to face it equipped
with knowledge that will enable him to ezrn
a living and later to get married and estab-
lish a home of hig own,

To make all these things possible will call
for much consideration. There must be a
wider and more careful allocation of labour.
‘There must he a higher rate of payment for
agrieultural work. The necessity for re-
gularly calling upon children to the detri-
ament of their education to assist on the
farm, in tho dairy, the orchard or garden
must come to an end. They must be afiord-
ed an opportunity to acquire the knowledge
that this State aims ab providing. Each
well-wisher of the State must exert his in-
fluence in order to bring about such a state
of affairs as will enable the children of
agriculturists and city workers to give their
attention to the schooling which, if they arc
to be successful in life and able to hold their
own in competition with their fellows, they
should receive.

The Minister for Mines: Are you stoue-
walling the Bill%

Mr. SAMPSON: I am speaking cspeci-
ally for the benefit of the Minister for
Health, and it would not be to his dis-
advantage if he inclines an ear to what is
being szid. The work proposed to be done
will be costly, but I am hopeful that what
is expressed in the Bill will be found to
be possible and I am sure that it will prove
a payable proposition for the State.
Kvery child should be examined before he
is taught a trade or a profession. It is no
use thinking that every boy will become a
tradesman. Every boy—and also every
girl—should be carefully examined before
being trained for hig or her future occupa-
tion. The child itself should have a say in
that matter. We do not want all our boys
to become elerks.

Mr. Marshall: We want them to work at
printing presses!

Mr, SAMPSON: Exaetly! We want them
trained in every variety of trade, and those
who desire to take up a eountry life should
be trained as farmers. Every girl should
not be encouraged to become a shorthand-
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writer and typist, because in my opinion
that is work which imposes a great strain
upon the nerves. I know of no more nerve-
wracking work than taking notes from
dictation and typing them and I say this
with full acknowledgment to the skilled
shorthandwriters who spend their working
lives in this Chamber, Shorthandwriting
and typing is one of the hardest of jobs.

The Minister for Labour: Could you not
show your sympathy in a practical way to-
wards those girls?

Mr. SAMPSON: We should all endea-
vour to show our sympathy in a practical
way. Some men dictate s letter by open-
ing their mouths out of which issues a vol-
ume of poorly conetructed sound.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! That has noth-
ing to do with' the Bill.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is what girls who
take up this work are expected to do. There
is other work, and more interesting work, in
which they could be engaged. Girls must
receive the same treatment as boys; they
must bave an opportunty for athleties,
reereation and reasonable holidays.

We must have better schools. That is a
first necessity. Teachers are not easily
obtained.  They are required to be highly
skilled and specially trained, particularly if
they are to undertake the additional year's
teaching provided for in the Bill. I want
the Treasurer to make funds available in
order that we may get on with the job. This
we cannot do unless we have teachers guali-
fled to earry out the work. Teachers have
a most difficult task. Many of them suffer
from nervous prostration because they are
compelled to care for children aged from
about five years to 14; in small schools, a
teacher has to eonduet all the elasses without
help. That is particularly trying.

Reverting for a moment to girl students,
1 hopc—as is the case in Tasmania and in
pnrts of Queensland-—that cockery, needle-
work and arts and crafis will be taught in
all the schools. I know that manual train-
ing, as well as the subjects to which I have
referred, is carried out in this State to
some extent, but only to a smal] extent.
Boys and girls should be given an opportun-
ity to follow their natural bent. If we are
fo progress, that training must be under-
taken and it is provided for in the Bill. We
also need to consolidate our outlying schools,
Hitherto, childven in outlying districts have
been attending small sehools where teachers
—we can without exaggeration term them
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martyrs—have discharged their duties under
the most diffieult ecircumstances. More
teachers should be employed so that the
work may be more effective.  In distriets
where agrieulture is earried on, the curri-
culum should have an agricultural bias.
That would necesearily entail ezpense, as I
said enrlier, but it would be well justified
in view of the result that would be obtained.
I admit this State has done something in
that direction. I do not for one moment
wish to reflect upon those who bave heen
responstble for the progress which has
been made but, after sll, that can only be
regarded gas a start.

I ask this question: Does the Education
Department fully appreciate its responsi-
bilities under the Aet? I hope so. I trust
the Treasurer will make it possible for the
Department to earry out the work I have
suggested. No objection was raised to the
Bili at the second reading stage and that is
very pleasing.  Specially trained teachers
are required for country schools, where the
edueation problem is becoming acute.
Nevertheloss, there should be no distinetion
made between the city and the country. We
require consolidated schools. 'We have one
at Mt. Barker, another at Toodyay and stiil
another at Wickepin. These arc doing
splendid work. When I was in Queensland
I visited a consolidated school at Nambour,
and it was a delight to see how interested
the children were in their work and what
both the boys and the girls were able to do.
I hope that what is being done in those
other States will be done here. 1 want to
say & few words regarding education in
the U.5.S.R. where it is compulsory for
children to attend school from eight until
16 yeary of age. They do not begin school
as early as our children, and it is elaimed
that children left to themselves without
being forced to attend school before eight
years of age are likely to be more robust.

Mr. SPEAKER: T would draw the hon.
member’s attention to the fact that we are
dealing only with the extension of the
school-leaving age to 15.

Mr. SAMPSON: I desire merely to make
a few remarks regarding what is done in
Russia.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member’s
remarks concern the raising of the school-
leaving age to 15, they will be in order.

Mr. SAMPSON: In Russia children are
not allowed to start school wntil they are
eight years of age.
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Mr. Cross: They go to kindergarten
before then.

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. wmember
might be permitted to say a few words.
We have not seen him for a few days and
he must be anxious to exercise his voeal
chords. The children in Russia are noted
for their vigour. I have that from some-
one who has visited Russia and perhaps
the member for Canning, who knows
everything, will be able to confirm that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Canning is not mentioned in the Bill

Mr. SAMPSON: A few weeks ago in
“The West Aunstralian” there appeared
a story told by Wing Commander Hudles-
ton who is the son of a leading churchman
of this State.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is that in econnection
with the Bill?.

Mr. SAMPSON: Oh, yes! Wing Com-
mander Hudleston was able to speak with
earnestness and dependability regarding
the robust health of the children of Russia
who do not have to attend school until
they are eight. I know that ultimately it
is intended to extend the school-leaving
age here to beyond 15 years. The Govern-
ment does not intend to stop at 15. The
ultimate object in Russia is to give each
child 10 years at school. That is, the child
ottends from eight to 18 and then for a
further two years goes o a technical school
or a university, aecording to his voca-
tional leaning. There is no differentiation
between the treatment of boys and girls.
A girl, if she wishes, may learn the same
trade as & boy.

At the beginning of the sixteenth year,
a bay or girl is apprenticed to a trade or
takes up such calling as is decided. The
children are not allowed to work in excess
of five or six hours a day and are required
to attend a continuation school in the
evening. In the United States of Ame-
rica the average school-leaving age is 17.
Each State has its own educational law
governing the school-leaving age, but
there are few Btates in which the sehool-
leaving age is as low a9 16, So far as [
have been able to discover, there is no
State where the school-leaving age is
below 16. In most States it is 17,
and in some States, as is the case in
California, it is 18, The Soviet Ambas-
sador to Great Britain, Mr Maisky, has
issued a copy of a speech he delivered in
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England, which is entitled ‘‘Soviet Youth.'’
This eontains some references to educa-
tion in the U.S.S.R.

The Minister for Labour: You seem to
have become red-anted all of a sudden!

Mr. SAMPSON: I am very interested in
these things and I find that every piece of
knowledge whets my appetite for more. I
eommend that book to the member for
Canning. It is aveilable in Perth and is
well worth reading. I support the Bill,
which appears to be a definite move for-
ward and will, I trust, be the beginning of
better days. -

MR. CROS8 (Canping): I would bnet
have spoken on the third reading but for
gome very ¢rude remarks made yesterday by
the member for Avon. A friend took some
notes of the speech containing references to
me, and as it seems to me that they wera
made with the absolute purpose of putting
me in the wrong in the public eye—if that
were possible—I intend to refute them. The
hon. member, referring to the member for
Canning said—

I have no desire to cause him any inconven-
ience but in looking over the report I was
struck with one line in raised black type stat-
ing that he *‘dissents from this report and tho
recommendations.”’ The member for Canning
doubtless will be just as eloguent in supporting
this proposal as he was when hs hitherto con-
demned it. During the proceedinge of the
Select Committee Le showed a superabundant
faculty for destructive criticism, He eom-
plained that he had been gagged.

Many members will recall the time when the
Select Committee’s report was brought be-
fore the Hpuse. If I was not gagged on
that oceasion I do not know any time in my
life when I was!

Mr. Sampson: Yon have never been gagged
yet.

Mr. CROSS: When the Sclect Committes
met to draw up its report, I said 1 wanted
to make my position elear and to indicate
that while there were some things in the
report which I supported, there were others
that I strongly resented. Right up to the
last minute, almost just before the Chamber
met, I tried to submit a minority report but
the Commitiee would not let me. Al the
Committee would do was to let me put in
the report what was written out for me,
namely, the words “Mr. Cross dissents from
the report and its recommendations.”” When
the matter was discussed in this House, T
endeavoured to put myself right and I think
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I did it pretty well. The member for Avon
moved that the report and evidence be
printed and that the coamsideration of the
report be made an order of the day for the
next sitting of the House. I moved an
amendment that the words “and evidence”
be struck out. What T said then I
will repeat now—

I wish to disaent from certain portions of
the report and some of the recommeundations.
Throughout the inquiry I objected to the accept-
ance of hearsay statements as gvidence. In all
ingtances in which statements were made by lay-
men, such for example as those concerning the
alleged injurious effects of certain types of fur-
niture upon children, expert evidence should
have been ealled either to substantiate or re-
fute the statements. The selection of witnesses
was made in a somewhat haphazard manner. It
should have been carefully planned so as to give
due weight to the various phases of the gues:
tions to be investigated, By not doing so the
committee failed to take advantage of the ex-
pert advico that was available.

Later T continued—

It was abundantly clear that the department
wag fully aware of the disabilities that existed
and that those disabilities would be removed
when the financial position permitted. The
Governmental costs in a State of this size, with
the population of this State and its widespread
distribution must necessarily be high. The State
has every reason o be proud of the officers of
the Education Department who are giving the
State such excellent service for the money the
Government is able to expend at present . . .
While I am strongly of the opinion that laymen
should always have the right to criticise the
educational system and other matters, I alsv
feel that insufficient expert advice was sought
by the committee. The report in some instances
includes only a superficial examination of the
points raised, and therefore will not stand the
light of expert criticism. My reason for mov-
ing that the evidence be not printed is that
the great bulk of it is not worth printing. It
ineludes lengthy statements made by laymen
who had practically no knowledge, or very little
knowledge, of the points they desired to bring
before the committee. The report of the com-
mittee includes recommendations relating to
the Teachers’ College. No inspection of the
college was made and no evidence was called
from the college. It would be a waste of
money to print the evidence, a great deal of
which is not worth printing because it is rub-
bigh. Statements were made by incompetent
witnesses and expert evidenec was mnot called.
The only evidence of real value was that given
bv the Director of Education and his officers,
Therefore I strongly oppose the printing of the
evidenee and ask members to support the
amendinent.,

Evidence was given to the Seleet Committier
by o number of people. Some of it was ten-
dered by a lady named Mrs. Greenwood and
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some of it by another lady named Mrs,
Kretchmar. I asked them if they were ex-
perts on education. Mrs. Kretchmar replied,
“No.” Then I asked her who prepared the
statement she had produced and she said it
had been prepared by Mrs. Greenwood and
herself and she added, “We were helped us
to the special addendum by another member
of our organisation.”

1 asked quite a number of guestions, but
the truth of the matter is that when the
Seleet Commmitiee’s report was prepared I
was not allowed to submit o minority report
whieh would have set out my position clearly.
Therefore, I strongly resent the attempt by
the member for Avon to misrepresent me,
and to make out that I was strongly opposed
to raising the school-leaving age, because
nothing of the kind was in my mind. T could
sav a good deal about this report. I am
lad that this House at that time carried
my amendment and not the motion moved by
the member for Avon. There is still a copy
of the evidence in the Chamber, which ean
be read by members if they so desire. 'What
[ said five years ago still stands: That if
cvidence is to be called on this question from
the Education Department or any other
department it should be expert evidence and
not the evidence of laymen.

Some of the cvidence fendered on that
oveasion was merely bhearsny, Some of it
was read from books which anybody can buy.
A broadeast made over the B.B.C. was ten-
dered as evidence at that inquiry but I do
not regard that as evidence at all, It is
merely hearsay. I resent the remarks of
the member for Avon, who has tried to put
me ip the wrong, and to make members
believe T am opposed to the extension of
educational methods in this State, whereas
the reverse iz the emse. I believe now,
as I believed then, that not only the
Fdueation Department, but the Govern-
ment also is aware of the weaknesses in
the system and that it was entirely
lack of funds which prevented the
Government from introducing reforms.
At present finance is easier and it may
he possible to extend the school-leaving age.
[ hope that before the Minister proclaims
the measure he will take steps to make the
necessary provision for additional school
rooms, beeause I know that in my electorate
the school rooms are not sufficient to cope
with the number of childeewr in atfend-
ance. "Before extending the school-leaving

1163

age, the Government must certainly cater
for children who are in attendance at the
schools today. In my electorate there are
at State schools nearly 300 children in ex-
cess of the number for whom accommoda-
tion has been provided. I realise that that
large increase is prineipally due to the in-
flux of population on account of the war.
Nevertheless, it is of little use extending
the school-leaving age unmtil provision is
made not-only to meet the requirements of
the children at present in attendamce but
of the increased pumber thai can be an-
ticipated later on,

MR. BOYLE (Avon) : I mentioned during
the course of the debate last night that I
regretted the member for Canning wss not
present to hear some of the oral bouquets
I desired to throw his way. This afternocn
I could not help being impressed—if T may
put it that way—by the vigorous defence
of himself hy the hon. member. He cer-
tainly must realise the necessity for some
attempt on his part to justify, from his
place in the House, bis attitude in connec-
tion with the Select Committee.

Mr. Cross: You first justify your Ges-
tapo methods of five years ago!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BOYLE: As I mentioned, the mem-
ber for Canning inseribed on the report the
very definite statement that he dissented
from it and the recommendations of the
Seleet Committee.

Mr. Cross: You would not silow me to
put in anything else, and you know it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BOYLE: It did not rest with me
what the member for Canning should do.

Mr. Cross: Of course it did!

Mr. BOYLE: It did not rest with me
fo prevent the hon. member from doing
what he liked. That was quite in his own
hands., The majority of the members of the
Selest Committee decided on the tenor of
the report, and the member for Canning had
his opportunity to dissent. Without mak-
ing any speeial eflort he merely inscribed
plainly on the report that he dissented from
its contents and the committee’s recom-
mendations. To come along now with an
explanation of his connection with the
Beleet Committee and to voice his excep-
tion to what was doue, is futile, I think
other members of the Select Committee will
bear out my statement when I say that never
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once did the member for Canning object to
the way the Select Committee was conduct-
ed.

Mr. Cross: I was objecting all the time,
and I told you that.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: You did nothing of
the sort.

Mr. BOYLE: Of course not! The mem-
ber for Canning never once raised any ob-
jection. As I have repeatedly stated, the
Belect Committee realised that as he was
the only member from the Government side
of the House who took part in the work of
the committee, he had to be treated with
the utmost consideration in the ecircum-
stances. To complain now about being
gagged—

Mr. Cross: Why did you not allow me
to put in & minority report?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
for Canning must keep order.

Mr. BOYLE: The hon. member said he
was gagged. That accunsation is quite wrong.
As I pointed out previously, in the course
of the 17 sittings the member for Canning
asked 117 questions. @ 'When Mr. Thomas,
the first witness, was before the committee,
his evidence was in the nature of a friendly
exchange between the member for Canning
and the secretary of the Teachers’ Union. So
much wag that so that et 1 p.m. the mem-
hers of the committee decided that it would
be better if Mr. Thomas did not return to
confinue with his evidence.

Mr. Cross: What was the chairman of
the Select Committee doing?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BOYLE: The chairman was being
most tolerant to the hon. member; in fact,
he was far more tolerant than the circum-
stances warranted. Never in the course of
my public life, and never when I have acted
as chairman of conferences, have I ever at-
tempted to gag anyone or to interfere with
the right of free speech. I have in mind a
lady witness from the Country Women’s
Association, Mrs, Williams, of Nungarin.

Mr. SPEAEKER: I do not know that all
this has much to do with the Bill.

Mr. BOYLE: T am replying to allegations
by the memher for Canning.

Mr. SPEAKER: The debate seems to be
developing into & battle between lwo mem-
bers ns to what they did or did not do.

The Minister for Mines: It looks like a
private brawl.

The member
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Mr. Doney:
brawl?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
will keep order!

Mr. BOYLE: I do not wish it to go out to
the public that the member for Canning
wag gagged on the commiftee in any shape
or form.

Mr. SPEAKER: It will not affect the Bill
whether he was gagged or was not gagged.

Mr., BOYLE: The member for Canning
talked about the necessity for expert wit-
nesses. Of the 22 who appeared before the
Seleet Committee 12 were experts. They
included Professor Whitfield, of the Uni-
versity of Western Australia; Mr. Hadley,
the Director of Edueation; Mr. Coleman,
the Chief Inspector of Schools; Mr. Eakins,
the Controlier of the correspondence classes;
Mr. Lynch, the then Superintendent of
Technical Edueation; the head teacher of
the Junior Technical School; Miss Bell, of
the Princess May School at Fremantle.
Then there was a gentleman from Vietoria
Park who was called at the particular re-
quest of the member for Canning, and there
was the headmaster of the Katanning
State Sehool. I venture to say that the
Seleet Committee almost exhausted the
whole panel of the educational experts of
Western Australia.

Mr. Cross: I did not object to one of
them. I asked—
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, BOYLE: The member for Canning
referred to Mrs, Greenwood and Mrs.
Kretchmar. Those ladies had a perfect
right to attend and give cvidence. We in.
vited evidence from all gections of the com-
munity. Why not? Our infention was to
ascertain whether there were a&ny weak-
nesses or deficiencies in the educational sys-
tem of the State, and I am eonvinced that
those two ladies placed before us informa-
tion that was of value. They demonstrated
on the basis of & carefully-prepared re-
port the salient features of the Russian
systemm of edueation, and showed us that
one-third of the income of Soviet Russia
was devoled to the promotion of education
throughout the Soviets. That certainly
was information of value to nws. Then
again the member for Canning said that the
year 1938 was a particnlar period when
the Government eould not afford to embark
upon educational reforms. If that is =o,
it is most notable that that period was

Who started the privatq

Hon. members
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about ocoincident with the time when the
Government granted a Ds. per head pros-
perity loading on to the wages bill.

The Premier: Who did that?

Mr. BOYLE: I am sorry; I should have
said that that was done by the Arbitration
Court, and, of course, not by the Govern-
ment. The fact remains that the prosperity
of the State at that time was aliegediy such
that 53. per head could be added to the
State’s wages bill. If that was the real
position, then I should say that the recom-
mendations of the Seleet Committee were
particularly opportune. I shall not labour
the question, but on behalf of the Seleet
Committee I objeet to the suggestion that
any member was gagged or interfered with
in any way. If the member of Canning
wishes to defend himself and make himself
right with the public, he will have ample
opportunity to do so, but I am afraid he
will find it very difficult to explain that
gingle line he added to the report in which
he intimated that he dissented from the
recommendations of the Select Committee.

MER. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin) : Since
the subjeet matter of the Bill under diseus-
sion has been, on the admission of the Pre-
mier, based on the findings of the Select
Committee—

The Premier: I did not say that! Don't
you continue along those lines. It is bad
enough for one man on your side of the
House to misrepresent the position.

Mr. DONEY: I do not know that there
is any misrepresentation about it at all.

The Premier: Yes, you know there is.

Mr. DONEY: I may have made an error,
but I do not think so. T remember that
when I interjected that the principal pro-
posal in the Bill was one of the recom-
mendations of the Seleet Committee, the
Premier assented and made some remark
gbout the Bill being based on the commit-
tee’s report.

The Premier: Nothing of the kind. I
said that people sometimes saw the light.
That is all.

Mr. DONEY: With regard to the com-
plaint lodged by the member for Canning,
I say it is altogether too late in the day
for him to endeavour to clear himself of the
obloquy that quite properly attaches to him
regarding his actions as a member of that
body. What the member for Canning has
outlined in his remarks is his attitude as he
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now wishes it had been. What I am dealing
with is his attitude a8s it actvally was, It was
most noticeable from start to finish of the de-
bate associated with the appointment of the
Select Committee, during the course of the
inquiry and in connection with the report
presented to Parliament, that the member
for Canning was, throughout the whole time,
most poinfedly and deliberately obstruetive.
He voted against the appointment of the
Seleet Committee, yet for some strange rea-
son he was one of the two members selected
to represent the Government on that com-
mittee, from which I am afraid we appre-
ciated what the intentions of the Govern-
ment and of the hon, member were in con-
nection with the inquiry.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I think the hon.
member is getting well away from the Bill.

Mr. DONEY: Then I will return to the
point I was making before I digressed.
Throughout the proceedings of the Select
Commiitee, the member for Canning was
absolutely of no help whatever. On the
contrary, his attitude was frequently of-
fensive to lady witnesses, and he complained
that the wrong witnesses were being called.

Mr. Cross: Why make a wild statement
like that¥ You know it is not true!

Mr. DONEY: Very well!l I will read
an extract from ‘“Hansard” of the 7th De-
cember, 1938.

Mr. Cross: That had nothieg to do with
the Seleet Committee.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. DONEY: Pardon me, I will show
that it refers to that body. Quoting from
my speech in which I referred to the mem-
ber for Canning and his statements I said—

He had every opportunity to ask for and
socure what he wanted in the way of expert
witnesses, because the chairman was most
amenable to reason in respect of requests to
that end. It is therefore ahaurd for him to
say that expert evidence should bave been ob-
tained and was not obtained,

Mr. Cross: Then why was mot Professor
Cameron called ?

Mr. DONEY: The member for Avon bhas
already given a list of some of the edueca-
tional experts who gave evidence. I con-
tinued in my statement—

The hon. member asked for the attendance
of a schoolmaster named Atkinsom, and kept
on ingisting that he ghould be called. 'When
that gentleman was called, he (the member for
Canning) failed to attend.

That would seem to set aside entirely the
hon, member’s ecomplaint.
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Potnt of Order,

The Minister for the North-West: On a
point of order!

Mr. Speaker: The member for Williams-
Narrogin will resitme his seaf,

The Minister for the North-West: 1s a
post-mortem on the attitude of the member
for Canning or any other member in order
on the third reading of the Bill¥ It appears
to me that the discussion is merely holding
up the business and is developing into an
argument as to what one member of the
Select Committee said and what another
did.

Mr. Speaker: The discussion is eertainly
not in order. The member for Avon made
a statement and the member for Canning
was allowed to reply, but the disenssion hag
developed into a post-mortem that is cer-
tainly not in order.

Mr. Doney: I suggest that what the mem-
ber for Canning has been allowed to say has
been part of the debate, and therefore I
might be permitted to reply to the matters
mentioned by him.

Mr. Speaker: No. The hon. member may
proeceed.

Mr. Doney:
wanted to say.

T have concluded what T

Debate Resumed.

MR. WATTS (Katanning): I would like
before this third reading is carried to sub-
seribe to the remarks made in the earlice
stages of the debate by the member for
Subiaeo. The hon. member raised the ques-
tion of the position of commercial colleges
—by which name we know them—under this
measure. Hepresentations have been made
to me in regard to their position, and I am
hopefu} that in another place some consider-
ation may be given to that position. I under-
stand that at the present time they serve a
usefu] purpose in regard to youngsters who
have left school at 14 years of age but who
wish to undertake studies in partienlar lines
to fit them for business oceupations. I am
also given to understand that the services the
colleges render in a number of cases are
bighly valugble. Young people get instrus-
tion in subjects which they particularly re-
quire to know and which probably they couid
not obtain a knowledge of by remaining a
further vear at school. I do not think, any-
how, that there should be any unnecessary
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restriction imposed on people who have been
carrying on a lawful occupation in, I under-
stand, a reasonable and proper manner.

When one eonsiders the Bill—which I have
done since this matter was diseussed with me
—it does not seem difficult to amend the
measure $0 as reasonably to cover these
people as long as the Director of Education
is able to approve of them, We have already
a number of these schools—there are so many
of them that I need not name any—which
are efficient for the instruction of children
six years old and upwards. These schools
are obliged to make certain returns and io
satisfy the Education Department in varicus
ways of their efficiency. They are, for in-
slance, subject to inspection by departmental
inspectors. It seems to me that in view of
the extension which, when the Bill comes
into operation, will take place in the school-
leaving age, an effort should be made to in-
clude the commercial colleges in thal provi-
sion of this Bill. The Minister should have
the fullest discretion to make inquiries and
investigations as to whether they are not
worthy of eonsideration—although T do not
think that will be the case.

Further, the Minister should exereise his
disecrefion to decide where the provision
should not apply. As regards commercial
colleges, at the present time that is not neces-
sary, as they do not receive their pupils until
they are beyond the school-leaving age. The
Act makes no provision for their receiving
approval. I submit this Bill might provide
that the Act should be amended to give the
Minister diseretion to approve of them pra-
vided they are prepared to devote regulation
hours to the teaching of the children and
that the teaching is such as the Edueation
Department approves of, 1 trust the Minis-
ter will see that the Bill receives consider-
ation from those aspects when it goes to an-
other place. All I seek to ensure is that
there shall be authority in the department to
make inquiries and give the necessary appro-
val. That is not in the Act, because this
type of school does not appear in it.

I did not speak on the second reading, but
T supported the Bill. I ean understand quite
well that numerous arrangements will have
to be made before the raising of the school-
leaving age to 15 years can take effect. We
all subseribe to the need for better and
more education for our young people, pro-
vided that the education is of a type to suit
them for the oceupation they intend to fol-
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low. That is why I think there may be
room for the commercial colleges to which
I have referred. There may be room for
other types of educational institutions as
well, but these might easily come under the
contro] of the Government in the same way
as agrieultural colleges and technical schools
do. No difficulty should arise in regard to
them, hecaunse the Government will elass them
as schools already under the Act. The
measure is a necessary one. I think we shall
have to assist sometimes in overcoming dif-
ficulties which may arise in the country, but
those diffieulties will exist maicly during the
war, when there is a shortage of manpower
and children are called on to do odd jobs
which in normal times they would not be
ealled upon to do.

I believe that when the war is over, all see-
tions of the community will in the interests
of their children and ip the interests of the
State as a whole drop any objections they
may have to legislation of this kind. It will
pay them handsomely to do so, and to realise
that almost every occupation in which we
engage in this State is becoming more and
more scientific. On the farm education is
more necessary now than ever it was. A man
or a woman running a farm, for example,
must be capable of dealing with many prob-
lems and of reading up many subjects—
which was not requisite a decade or two ago.
I hope that the necessary amendments will
be made in another place.

HON. N. EEENAN (Nedlands) : I desire
to say a few words regarding the appeal
made by the member for Subiaco, which
has airendy been supported by the Leader
of the Opposition, to the Minister to in-
clude in the present measure provision
wherehy schools known as commereial col-
leges will be recognised as heing efficient
for the purpose of complying with the
compulsory attendances that will be obliga-
tory under the Bill, if it becomes an
Act. I have looked up the principal Act
and find that Section 32 provides that the
proprietor or headmaster or principal
teacher of any school, not being a Govern-
ment school, ean apply to the Minister in
writing to have such school inspected for
the purposes of this Act. In that section
there is ne limitation as to age; se it will
apply exeept for one portion, the portion
providing that there shall be inspection of
inefficient schools and that the inspector
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has to find that the school is efficient, and
that the instruction given by it includes
English, history, geography and drawing.
It is only the matter of the specification
of such subjects which requires to be
amended.

I understand that sall commercial col-
leges @0 not include history or geography,
or sometimes even arithmetic, the reason
being that these are not the subjeets they
are advertising themselves to teach. The
amendment would be a very good one, and
I suggest that there will be no trouble in
having it made in another place. It is
highly desirable, as was well pointed out
by the member for Kalgoorlie on the
second reading, that efferts should be made
te induce the child to study subjeets which
will help it in the calling it intends to try
to follow. There should be almost periods
of vocational training. But, at any rate,
if the colleges serve a useful purpoese, as
appears on all hands, they ought not to be
mterfered with, as possibly they would be
if the Bill were not amended.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (in reply) : I think the only point on
which the House will expect me to reply
is the one point raised by the member for
Subinco. I helieve it was understood by
members that it is not the intention of the
Government or the department to impose
hardships upon children. The object of
the measure is to increase the opportuni-
ties for school children. I am not in =
position to say definitely whether a com-
mereial college would come under the
clauge ns to efficiency. Not expecting the
debate to be so protracted I did not obtain
that information. However, I shall draw
the attention of the Minister for Education
to this discussion.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL—ELECTORAL (WAR TIME).
Council’s Amendments

Schedule of 22 amendments made by the
Council now considered.

In Commitiee,

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Justice in charge of the Bill,



1168

No. 1. Clauee 5 (1), page 2:—Delete the
words “during the present war and for a
period of 12 months thereafter” in lines 33
and 34.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: My
intention is to ask the Committee to agree to
the whole of these amendments. I pow
move——

That the amendment be not agreed to,

If the suggested deletion is made, the meas-
ure will operate not for the duration of the
war and twelve months thereafter, but only
to the 31st December 1943, which will be
provided for at the end of the Bill

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 5 (2), paragraph (a), page
3:—Insert aftér the word “Forces” in line
3, the words “who is not.”

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. McDONALD: I notice from the evi-
dence given before the Seleet Committee of
the Legislative Council that there appears fo
be some doubt whether o number of the sol-
diers who are intended to be covered by this
legislation will have the opportunity to
vote. It appears there are 11 forms which
need to be printed; and the printing cannot
at all events be completed untit after nomin-
ation day, when there will be only one month
to elapse between nomination day and pol-
ling day, by the time the printing is donc
and the necessary papers are despatched.
Tt appears from the evidence that the time
factor, in view of the date of election, is
material.

The Chief Electoral Officer snid in his
evidence—

T asked for the maximum poriod between the
closing of nominations and election day because
it would be the only chance we had. As it is,
I doubt whether we will reach them on account
of the delay in printing.

The Chief Electoral Officer pointed out that
owing to shortage of staff in the printing
office it was not possible to get through all
the printing as would be the case in normal
times. I draw the attention of the Minister
to the views of that officer as given before
the Belect Committee in the hope that every
endeavour will be made to ensure that sol-
diers who arc entitled to vote as a result of
this legislation will have an opportunity to
do so.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
have already been advised of the position
and we know how anxious the Chief Elec-
toral Officer is about it. That is why we
are trying to pget this Bill through as
quickly as possible, so that everyone con-
cerned may get on with the job. But for
the existing situation, we might not have
agrced to all the amendments made by
another place.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN : I suggest to the Min-
ister that he might move in one motion that
all the amendments made by the Couneil be
agreed to.  Members would still be enabled
to speak to any particular amendment
merely by quoting the fhumber of sunch
amendment.

No. 3. Clause 5 (2), paragraph (a), page
3:—Delete the word ‘‘whether,” line 3

No. 4. Clause 5 (2), paragraph (a), page
3—Delete the words “or over,” line. 3

No. 5. Clause 5 (2), paragraph {a), page
3:—Insert the word “and” before the
word “who” in line 4.

No. 6. Clause 5 (2) :—Ingert a new para-
graph after paragraph (a) te stand as para-
graph (b) as follows:—

(b) who is under the age of twenty-one
years and who has served outside
Australiz and is serving with any
unit within Australisg or the area
referred to in the preceding para-
graph,

No. 7. Clause 5 (2) (h):—Delete all

the words after the word "Forces” in line
11, and substitute—

(i) who is ngt enrolled as an elector and
is not under the age of twenty-one
years; or

(ii) is under the age of twenty-one years
and has served outside Australia.

No. 8, Clause 9, paragraph (a):—De-
lete the words “or non-ecommis-
sioned” in lines 11 and 12.

No. 9. Clause 11 (2), page 5:—Delete

the words or “non-commissioned” in lines 28
and 29,

No. 10.  Clause 16, page 7:—Delete the

words “or non-commissioned” in lines 5 and
6

No. 1i. C(lause 18, paragraph (e¢):—
Delete the words “Returning Officer for that
District” in line 15, and substitute the words
“Chief Electoral Officer.”
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No. 12. Clause 19 (2), paragraph (¢) :—
Delete the words “Returning Officer for that
Distriet” in line 33 and substitute the words
“Chief Electora] Officer.”

No. 13. Clause 23:—Deletc the words
“or non-commissioned” in line 40.

No. 14, Clause 25 (2}, page 10:—Delete
the words “forty-six or” in line 32.

No. 15. Clause 25 (2), page 10:—In-
sert after the word “forty-seven” the words
“or forty-eight.”

No. 16. Clause 26:—Delete this clanse.

No. 17. Clause 30: Delete the word “re-
turning” in line 11, and substitute the
words ‘‘Chief Electoral.”

No. 18. Clause 35:—Delete the words
“Juring the present war and twelve months
thereafter” in lines 37 and 38, and substi-
tute the words “until the thirty-first day of
December, one thousand nine hundred and
forty-four and no longer.”

No. 19. Schedule No. 1:—Insert a new
clause (4) as follows:—

(4) I am not under the age of twenty-
one years or I am under the age
of twenty-one ycars and I have
served outside Australia.

No. 20. Schedule No. 2:—Insert a new

clause (5) as follows:—

{5) 1 am not under the age of twenty-
one years or 1 am under the age of
twenty-one years and I have served
outside Australia.

No. 21, Schedule No. 3:—Insert a new

clause (B} as follows:—

{5) I am not under the age of twenty-
one years or I am under the age of
twenty-one years and I have served
outside Australia.

No. 22, Title:—Delete the words “to
make provision, for the duration of the
present war and twelve months thereafter.”

On motiong by the Minister for Justice
the foregoing amendments made by the Coun-
cil were agreed to.

Resolutions reporied, the report adopted
and & message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.

1, Mortgagees’ Rights Restriction Act

Continuance.

2, Mine Workers' Relief Act Amendment.
Without amendment.
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LOAN ESTIMATES, 1943-44.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 5th Oectober; Mr, Mar-
shall in the Chair.

Vote—idepartmental, £16,500 (partly con--
sidered) :

MR, WATTS (Katanning) [5.50]: I have
not very much to say on these Loan Esti-
mates. For a few years now they have been
relatively unimportant in view of the great
restrietions that have been placed on Loan
cxpenditure during the war. In the majority
of years prior to the war we were dealing
with sums of money which ran into millions
of pounds on these Loan Estimates. At pre-
sent, and rightly so, we are dealing only with
money which runs roughly into a few hun-
dred thousand pounds, and which is really
only to enable essential things to be done,
and not even all of them. There are one or
two matters to which T should like to refer
in the few minutes I propose to occupy on
this subjeet. The first is a statement made
by the Premier in vegard to our rights under
the agreement made with respect to the Com-
monwealth Savings Bank, which provided
that we would draw 70 per ccnt. of the ex-
cess deposits. The Premier pointed out that
only a small fraction of the amount to which
we were entitled has been drawn, anéd that he
had received a request from the Governor of
the Commonwealth Bank that he shonld limit
the amount to an even smaller fraction for
the bulance of the year. The Premier in-
formed the Committee that he had declined to
aeccede to that request, but had agreed not fo
go beyond the approved borrowing schedule.

T should like to hear from the Premier
whether, in the event of there being an in.
crease in the savings bank deposits after the
war., we are likely to lose onr rights in the
514 millions or so which we are not drawing
out but which we could draw if the war posi-
tion was not with us,

The Premier: That is a proposal about
which negotiations are now proceeding.

Mr. WATTS: If that is the position and
we are not to lose our rights over that money,
I shall be satisfied. It seems to me that the
only alternative open to the State so that
we may not run the risk of finding ourselves
withont this money at the conclusion of hos-
tilities—money which is eoming, I think,
from the right source and at a compara-
tively small cost to the State—we should
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claim to take it now and invest it in Com-
monwealth War Loans, so that it may be
the property of the State instead of merely
existing in the Commonwealth Bank. If
the Premier has undertaken negotiations in
‘ this matter, in all probability he will be sue-
cessful and, if so, there will be no complaint
in that regard.

I was struck by & rather ingenuous state-
ment made by the Premier when introducing
the Estimates. e said that in the depres-
sion years the trust funds were exbausted
and the State fell into a rather awkward
financial position. I do not know what he
thinks are the depression years. I have
always laboured in the belief that they
started in 1929 and finished roughly at the
beginning of 1934. They really comprised
the years 1930 to 1933. May I point out
that during the greater part of that time,
all but a few months was the only period
during the last 20 years when there had not
been Governments of the political complexion
of the Premier’s. If thig is the period to
which the hon, gentleman referred, his state-
ment requires some clarification. The trust
funds were not exceeded during those years
that T have endeavoured to define as the
depression years—and surely no-one could
serionsly argue that definition—they were ex-
ceeded before that period.

The Premier: Not for very long.

Mr. WATTS: It would have been more
generous of the Premier if he had undertaken
to explain this statement, which I have sug-
gested is somewhat naive or ingenuous. He
might have told us that the trust funds were
actunlly exceeded during the period in which
a Government of the same complexicn as to-
day’s Government, and the Premier himself
to some extent because he was in office, was
in charge of the affairs of the State, and
he might have said that it took the Govern-
ment that succeeded that Administration and
was in power during those depression years
a great deal of time and effort and financial
strategy to get the State out of the awkward
finaneial position which had been created
substantially, if not entirely, by its prede-
Cessors.

The Premier: I think I was more gener-
ous ahout the diffienlties experienced by
the people of that time.

Mr. WATTS: I am taking exception
to the phraseology of the Premier. I under-
stood that the depression years existed be-
tween 1930 and 1934 and, in consequence,

[ASSEMBLY.]

the statement that in the depression years
all these funds were exhausted could be
taken to imply that the Government of the
day exhausted them, when the facts are to
the contrary.

The Premier: That is a fact, but those
concerned were not entirely blameworthy.

Mr, WATTS: Those funds were exhaust-
ed at the end of 1029,

The Premier: Not until 1932

Mr. WATTS: That could not be eorreet
berause in the session of the year 1930, about
the month of April or May, the Premier, Sir
James Mitehell, as will be found in “Han-
gard,” setting out the position word by word
and line by line, said that the State was
ahout £8,000,000 overdrawn and that its
creditors were bhecoming restless. That was
within five or six months of the end of the
year 1920. The Premier of that day set
out in the record which the Premier himself
can look up, the faet that various funds had
disappeared and had been used up during
the year and the years before, and it had
not been possible to replace them.

Mr. North: He said we had lived beyond
our means,

My, WATTS: He said it was the practice
of that time and that it bad led to some-
what drastic results. It was not his fault.
The impression might get abroad, from the
Premier’s remarks, that the position was
the reverse of that which I have indicated.

The Premier: That was not intended.

Mr, WATTS: We have cleared up that
point, as we always do when we have a little
discussion. Then there is the question of
metropolitan transport. That position has
to some extent been allowed to drift in re-
cent years. I am not referring to the re-
cent years since the beginning of the war
but the last seven or eight years. I ad-
mit there has becn an increase in the num-
ber of vehicles available and an increase
in the distance of some of the routes cov-
ered. There has grown up great congestion
and there has been considerable diffiiculty
from time to time, even before the war, ex-
perienced by people living some distance
from their business places in getting suffi-
cient transport to suit their needs. We have
a lot of room in Western Australia; our met-
Topolitan area is not cramped. Wa have to
go a long way to cater for a comparatively
small population. Trolley-bus lines are
now running out beyond Wembley, a consid-
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crable distance, and are likely to go even
longer distances than that. Soon there will
be demands for increased services in all
directions in the metropolitan area. Because
of these long distances and the relatively
small population compared with metropoli-
tan areas elsewhere in the world, we have
to pay particular nttention to the metropol-
itan transport problems. That aspect of
the matter has not been given sufficient con-
sideration by the responsible authorities. The
Premier told us that a number of new trol-
ley-buses was being obtained.

We have had debates in the House re-
cently on the subject of how the trolley-
buses are being loaded and unloaded, and
concerning the congestion and diffienlty
which exist in regard to them. It was not
uatil a debate took plaee in the Hounse, as
I undersiand the position, that the Govern-
ment made any determined effort o cvolve
4 means to overcome the diffieulty. The
committee appointed, as a result of the de-
bate in this House is, I believe, taking some
steps which I hope will be satisfactory. We
should look forwerd to the aveidance of
these diffieulties in our metropolitan area,
and not wait to be forced into action.

The Minister for Justice: Aection has been
taken.

Mr. WATTS: It was not noticeable when
the debate took place, and that was only a
few wecks ngo. There is a great need for
cfficient transport at low cost. We shounld
have more thought for the future and not
go along from day to day as we have done
i the past. The Premier made some refer-
cnee to the goldfields water supply exten-
sion. This sapply now serves many areas
apart from the goldfields. There was, un-
doubtedly, a conception of statesmanship
that has few equals in the world when this
scheme was decided upon, and, bearing in
mind the eapacity of the engineers then, it
was something of a miraele. That it has
been so suceessful is a tribute both to the
engineers and the Government that put it
intg operation. I understand its capital cost
ai the 30th June, 1941, totalled £5,959,000.
It seems to have been handled, from a fin-
auneial point of view and so far as the pay-
ment of charges inenrred are concerned, in
a very satisfactory manner.

A sum of £2,500,000 has been redeemed
by sinking fund. Certain debentures have
heen paid off, and, remaining out of that
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capital expenditure at the 30th June, 1941,
is an amount just over £1,750,000. The
undertaking suppliés in addition to the gold-
fields & great number of agricultural dis-
triets and towns, mining centres and other
places. Without it, of course, the goldfields
of Western Australin would not have been
able to exist. There are, however, numer-
ous anomalies in regard to the rating of
those who use the scheme, and the Minister
for Works has received a deputation on the
subject. I find that some of the agricuitural
landg are rated at 6d.; some &t d%4d.;
some at 3d. and some at 2d. The
charges for water vary to a large
extent. The goldfields areas are charged
varying sams for the service rendered to
them. The cost, for example, per thousand
galtons ranges as high as 10s, in some places,
in others it comes down to 7s. 3d. and in
others it is as low as 2s. 6d. I do not think,
despite the reply given by the Minister to
the deputation and published in the Press,
that is a svitable state of affairs to be allowed
to continue. There is little encouragement to
a farmer who requires 1,000 gallons of water
to find that he has to pay a holding fee of
£5, a rate of 6d. per acre and probably £50
for water whether he uses it or pot if he
has a substantial blogk, and if he uses excess
he would have to pay more,

The Minister for Justice: Would you make
it a flat rate throughout Western Australia?

Mr., WATTS: I would not say that.
Western Australia is a very wide area cover-
ing, as it does, 960,000 square miles of the
Commonwealth.

The Minister for Justice: More than that.

Mr. WATTS: That is near enough, it is
time that something approaching equality
was achieved in connection with these dif-
ferent districts. The agricultural districts
should be placed on an equality basis, one
with the other. The goldfields eoncerned
shonld have some measure of equality one
with the other. Some are rather low and
others inordinately high. No-one would sug-
gest that those that are low should be in-
creased in order fo bring about equality.
The only thing to do, therefore, is to bring
the hizh ones down to the level of those that
are not so high. The lack of foresight in
this matter has been most noticeable becanse
it has given rise to this terrific inequality
which today calls for rectification. T do
not think we could do that on the face, bui
on the basis of agricultural areas nnd towns,
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and mining fowns and mines themselves
which would be included among the mining
towns———

The Minister for Justice: At Norseman
people pay 10s, per thousand gallons.

Mr. WATTS: I had that in mind when I
said they paid an inordinetely bigh amount.
I do not say that the whole of Western
Australia should be put on that basis, but
that some better method than the existing
one should be found so as to give satisfac-
tion and justice to the various sections con-
cerned in the use of this supply of water.

The Minister for Justice: Would you make
it a flat ratey

Mr. WATTS: I have said sufficient to
indicate that the matter eould be dealt with
on the basis of the agricultural areas and
agrieultural towns, and mining towns and
areas, being equalised as among themselves.
By doing that we would take a step in the
right direction without getting involved in
the treatment of the whole of Western Aus-
tralia whieh comsists of 900,000 odd square
miles.

The Minister for Works: You are aware
of what the price was before the scheme was
installed t

Mr. WATTS: [ am aware that it was
something extraordinary; that champagne
could be purchased almost as cheaply!

The Minister for Works: It was up fo
50s,

Mr. WATTS: That is not a very progres-
sive outlook. We do not want to say that
what was good enough for grandfather is
good enough for us. The whole trend of
modern thought is that what is good enough
for us is not good enough for those who
come after us, let alone that what was good
enough for grandfather is good enough for
future generations. We do not want to go
baek to the days of the pioneers; we must
go forward. Therefore, while I admit that
30 years ago champagne was nearly as cheap
agy water, these days——

The Minister for Works: The latest ex-
tension carried out a few years ago is not
a grandfather scheme.

Mr. WATTS: Grandfather was alive in
1900 and also in 1925. I cannot be mis-
understood in that regard. I have always
had, from a personal electoral point of view,
a great deal of sympathy for the observa-
tions made by the member for Albany inso-
far as they concern the port of Albany.
Other remarks that he makes from time to

[ASSEMBLY.]

time do not elways meet with my approval.
But I have a great deal of sympathy
with the case that he puts forward on behalf
of the port of Albany,

Mr. McDonald: His recent spesch was
one of the best made in this House, and =
pumber of people said so.

Mr. WATTS: The member for West Perth
reminds me of the fact that in a recent
speech the member for Albany was at his
best. I regret he iz not present just now
to hear what I gm saying. It might give
him some small measure of satisfaction, more
particularly as my remarks follow those of
the member for West Perth. These Esti-
mates contain nothing to show that the long
existing unsympathetic attitude of the ad-
ministration to this harbour is to be altered.
In effect no expenditure is to be made on the
port facilities. I represent an electorate
which commences some 25 miles north of
Albany and embraces the greater part of
what we know ag the “Albany zone.” With
the exception of the Albany Road Board
and the Denmark Road Board districts the
Katanning electorate comprises the balance
of the zone, as known at present. .

We feel that the development of these
districts has been hampered, and is being
bhampered, and that trade is being diverted
from its proper channels because of the re-
fusal or neglect on the part of the adminis-
tration of this State to give it reasonable
treatment. The primary products of the
hinterland of this area were derived, in
*1939-40, from 3,772 acres under productive
fruit trees; 134,621 acres sown to wheat with
a yield of 1,361,418 bushels; 71,232 scres
of oats; 1,110 acres of potalees; 2,781,272
gallons of eream sent to the factories and
10,550,553 Ibs. of wool. Yet I remember,
on one memorable oceasion—I1 think it was
in November, 1941—the Minister for Works
snggesting that if the people of Albany
wanted something done for their port they
ghould see that something was grown in the
hinterland te warrant it. That reference
will be found, if one eares to look, in “Han-
sard” of that time.

It was for that reason that 1 guoted these
figures, They obviously show that the hon.
gentleman was either grossly ignorant of
the position—which I am unable to bhelieve
—or else was most unsympathetic to the
reasonable requirements of this distriet, which
appears to be the only alternative. When I
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was in Albany a few months ago I was im-
pressed, as I had been often enough be-
fore, by the lack of equipment at the jetty.
An Allied ship was there af the time. It
had been badly buffeted by a storm and its
cargo severely damaged, It was a very
valnable cergo although I cannot say what
it was. A great desl of it had to be re-
moved from the vessel. There was, on the
jetty, no erane able to lift the goods that
had to be taken from the ship. In order
to get greater lifting power a larger crape
was telegraphed for, but it was then dis-
covered that the jetty was not able to carry
the additional weight!

When one considers the needs of the dis-
triet which this port is intended to serve and
the utter lack of proper facilities there, one
cannot be enthusiastie, to say the least of
it, about the treatment that has been meted
out by the Qovernments of this State, par-
Lieularly in the last few years, because there
has been a good deal of noise made about
the port of Albany during that period. The
Committee will agree with me that it is
high time for some consideration to be
given to this place; that it should be made
fit to handle the wheat grown in the zone
s0 that it should not have to be transported
four times the distance to another port,
about which port I will say something after
the tea adjovrnment,

The Premier: That is not on account of
the facilities at Albany.

Mr. WATTS: It is, because Albany has
no facilities to handle bulk wheat. When,
by representation to the Minister for Lands,
who treated me in the most reasonable man-
ner, I asked for facilities at sidings I got
them.

Sitting guspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. WATTS: 1 was pointing out that
althongh wheat bins had been erccted at
sidings in the zone there was no means for
dealing with it in bulk at the port. In con-
sequence the wheat in many instanees has
had to be eonveyed to a port located at a
much greater distance away, with substan-
tially inereased cost to the producers con-
cerned. There has Jbeen no justifieation
whatever for the negleet or failure fo attend
to the reasonable requirements of the port
of Albany.

I wish also to make some reference to the
port of Bunbury. This port is also the
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centre of a large producing erea. I suppose
if serves a population of not less than 25,000
or 30,000 people. There has been consider-
able expenditure on this port and I notice
that & slight expenditure is contemplated
in the current year. I do not object to the
expenditure on this port, but I do hope
means will be found to ensure that the port
will be able to serve the district in the years
to come in the efficient manner we are en-
titled to expeet it to be served. The
other night the member for Albany read
some comparative figures dealing with the
production of the areas around the ports of
Albany, Bunbury and Geraldton, and I my-
self have already given some figures. There
has been great produetion around the port
of Bunbury which is essential to the welfare
of the Commonwealth gnd the feeding of its
people. Therefore the port of Bunbaury
stands just as high in the matter of the re-
quirements of the people it serves as does
the port of Albany for the people it serves.
My complaint is not that Bunbury has re-
ceived attention hut that the other place
has not and tkat there is no warrant for this
failure or neglect.

I feel that the position of the Bunbary
Harbour is a diffieult one. The most skilled
experts should be set to work and, if it is
neeessary, a large sam of money should be
spent to open up the port inm some other
way. The expenditure would be justified
provided we were satigfied that the work,
when done, was likely to stand for all time.
We have to remember that there have heen
great changes in shipping during the last
few years. The last 30 years have witnessed
an enormous increase in the size of vessels
to be handled in the ports and a consider-
able increase of cquipment has been neces-
sary. Therefore if shipping is going fo use
our ports and serve the people in close
proximity to those ports, facilities must be
provided fo handle the ships in quick time.
No unnecessary delay can be permitted, be-
cause this adds to the expenses of ship-
ping and of those whose goods are shipped.
So, if we can prove, as we ean in this case,
that there is great need for s port in the
soutb-western portion of the State, ther
is every justification for taking steps to
put that port in proper order. This is not
only a matter of importanece to the South-
West; it is of importanee to the whole of
the State.

I hold the view, and doubtless the mem-
ber for Bunbury wounld endorse it, that the
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south-west portion of the State is the
part where development and population
must be expected on & greater seale than
anywhere else. Of course we want people
to settle in other areas of the State, but
climatic and soil conditions there do not
fend themselves to closer settlement and
heavy population as do the areas in the
south-west corner of the State, provided
we go the right way about developing those
areas. We should think of our South-West
as another State like Victoria. It has an
ares of about the same size, and the pro-
ductivity would be enormous were we able
to clear it and make use of it to the extent
that is warranted. - All our efforts shonld
be directed towards its development.

I have no complaint whatever to offer on
the expenditure made on the port of Bun-
bury, but would weleome further expendi-
ture there, provided T was assured that ex-
perts had dealt with the problem so that
the results would be completely satisfactory.
At the same time I ean appreciate to the
full what the feelings of the member for
Bunbury would be if the port he represents
and the area in which all his hopes are
centred had been given the same secanty
consideration as the port of great interest
to me, to wit, Albany. I can imagine his
raising his voice high to heaven in protest
against the continuance of such a state of
affairs, had those ecircumstances arigen.
Therefore I have no doubt that he can ap-
preciate the attitude some of us have
adopted in regard to the fate of the southern
part of the State so near to my own elec-
torate.

What irrigation works will do in
future for other districts whiech I think
can really be regarded as being in the
Bunbury area is difficult to prophesy,
but I am inelined to think that they
will probably revolutionise the produe-
tivity of that area. I do not hesitate to say
that if they can be established, it 13 our duty
as Parliamentarians to encourage -every
move to enable production to be inereased
and transported conveniently and reasonably
inexpensively to the people who desire to ex-
port. Beyond this I do not desire to dwell
upon the Loan Estimates. The expenditure
proposed by the Premier in infroducing
these Estimates, by and large, meets with no
opposition from me. The only opposition
I have to offer is that to which I have sub-
stantially made reference, namely, the fact
that no expenditure is provided for the port
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of Albany. That is the greatest blot on
these Estimates that could possibly exist.

MR, M¢DONALD (West Perth): Some
vears ago a remark was made by Mr. Theo-
dore in the Commonwezlth Parliament that
Parliament was losing control over the pub-
lic aceonnts. I recollect hearing similar
references in this Chamher from the mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Tell me when we
have been asked to vote on the expenditure
of money as a matter of course.

Mr, McDONALD: I think there is a lot
of trnth in that statement.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: That bas bheen the
position since the Finaneinl Agreement was
made.

Mr. MeDONALD: Mr. Theodore aiso said
that opportunity was not sufficiently pro-
vided for members to obtain that knowledge
of the accounts which they should have.
Some years ago e very sound reform was
made providing for a uniform basis of pre-
senting the public accounts of the various
States, but I would like to see further con-
sideration given to the form of our accounts.
The Premier, in introducing these Estimates,
referred to the matter of Lrust funds. Trust
funds undoubtedly place a very great res-
ponsibility on the Government and the
Legislature. In the schedules presented
with the public accounts giving the balance

,sheet of the Government of Western Austra-

lia for 1942-43, trust accounts are shown in
round figures as amounting to £4,200,000
Governmental and £2,200,000 private.

On the other side of the balance sheet are
shown trust fund investments divided into
governmental, private and banking accounts.
That is not very informative. Other mem-
bers may have a better knowledge than I
bave of these accounts but it seems to me
that gome schedule should be attached to
indieate the nature of these investments.
In the course of his remarks the Premier
referred to the depletion of trust moneys
thet occurred some years ngo. His remarks
lend point to my observation that Parlia-
mient should know gomething in detail of
how the trust funds stand from time to time.

The Premier: They are used in advanece
of loan raisings.

Mr. MeDONALD: I was going to say
that the Premier's references to trust funds
remind me of the faet that it has been the
practice—and I believe it still is—for trust
funds sometimeg to be used in advanee of
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loan raisings. There is something to be
said in favour of saving money by such a
practice. A certain amount of interest
may be saved if one ean be sure that the
loan money will be recovered in course of
time, becanse in the meantime resort could
be had to trust funds and the amount reim-
bursed from the loan moneys when received.
But that practice, convenient as it may be
in one sense, is somcwhat dubious from the
point of view of principle, and the shortage
to which the Premier referred in the course
of his epeech we recollect arose from that
practice.

In the years immediately before the finan-
cial depression trust funds had been wused
in advance of loans being received, but
when the Financial Agreement was made
the basis of loan raisings in 1928 and 1929
was altered and the expectations of the then
Administration were disappointed. Between
1928 and 1929 and hetween 1930 and 1931
the annual loan raisings fell by £1,000,000,
The inevitable result occurred. At the end
of 1929 and 1930 the loan funds were not
there to replenish the money which had been
taken out of trust account. It is now his-
tory that a substantial part of the embar-
rassment in the way of funds which fell on
this State during the depression period arose
from the fact that a practice long continued
—to use trust funds in advance of loan rais-
ings—had resulted, owing to the change-
over brought about by the Loan Couneil in
particular, in disappointment in loan rais-
ings and consequent inability to repay the
moneys which had been taken from trust
aecount,

The Premier: That was not peenliar to
this State. It was Australia-wide.

Mr, MecDONALD: That may be. I cannot
speak for the other States, but it repre-
sented a particular burden on this State
when the loan raisings fell off so much dur-
ing the depression period.

The Premier: They stopped completely.
They did not fall.

Mr. McDONALD: Not only that, there
was an obligation to replace those trust
moneys.

The Premier: You need not worry about
that.

Mr. McDONALD: We saw one immediate
result following, and that was some em-
barrassment in connection with the State
Bavings Bank. So, to my mind, it is im-
portant that the trust funds should he ve-
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corded in aceordance with proper practice
and responsibility, and I should like to see
in the Public 'Accounts some indication
given to members of thizs Committee as to
where those trust funds are. I cannot tell,
although perhaps members more econver-
sant with public accounts may be able to
do so. For example, has any part of these
trust funds, totalling some £7,900,000 as
shown in the halance sheet of the Govern-
ment of Western Australia, been used in
advance of loans or not? I believe not in
the present case because the loan credits
appear to make it unnecessary to resort to
trust funds. But if at any time there
should be a resort to trust funds in advance
of loan raising, then that is to my mind
essentially something which the Publie
Accounts should be framed to show,

Again, therc is the matter of bhow far
our public nccounts reveal the true posi-
tion. I am not suggesting anything sinis-
ter about the agcounts. I am only question-
ing whether the current practice is based
upon sound foundations. In looking at the
aceounts aecompanving the report of the
Railway Department, I find in the figures
relating to the State Ferries that there is
a separate and distinet item of depreeiation,
whereas in the stotement of the Railways
and Tramways I can find no separate item
of depreciation, unless it has been charged
in what is called working cxpenses; and if
it has been charged in working expenses
then that would not be in accordance with
the usual acceptation of that term.

The Premier: It is not depreciation. It
is maintenance kept up to the level of the
value of the asset.

Mr., MecDONALD: Thalt may or may not
be the case.

The Premier: It is the case. There is a
certificate from the hend of each depart-
ment to that effect in the Commissioner’s
report.

My. McDONALD: We find in the past
that maintenance has not bheen kept up.
There was a time when maintenance was in
arrears—so we were told—to the extent of
£500,000. The plant had become so de-
preeciated that £100,000 a year had to be
provided from Consolidated Revenue in
order to pick up deprecistion of rolling-
stock which had occurred during the de-
pression years. I understand that at the
present time one of the objeetives of the
accounts and the Budget is to set aside in
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reserve a sum of money in order to pick
up depreciation which has taken place and
cannot be met at the moment. Whether
that sum of money is set aside and put
into a reserve account at the Treasury, or
perhaps at the Railway Department, I do
not know, but it is not shown in the way
of depreeiution,

Under the State Trading Concerns Aet—
and by the way the Railway Department
does not come under that Act—the Audi-
tor General is required to insist upon a
debit of such an amount of depreciation
annually as he thinks proper. That appears
to me to be a most neeessary and salutary
part of the State Trading Concerns Act.
But in the Railways Aect, so far as I know,
there is no provision whafever fo require
such depreciation to be charged. Depre-
ciation is not confined to rollingstock.
There are buildings, installations, plant,
boilers, machinery and a hundred and one
things which are subject in some cases to
very heavy depreciation and for which in
ordinary private trading econcerns depre-
ciation would be written off, and properly
so, against the life of the particular asset
to the extent of 10 per ecent. or 15 per cent.
a year. One is somewhat concerned when
reading the accounts of a great undertaking
like our Railway Department, in which a
quarter or one-third of our national debt
has heen invested, as to whether if proper
provision were made for depreciation the
deficit would not be very much more
extensive than is shown by the accounts. I
am not saying that the practice as dis-
closed by these aceounts has not been fol-
lowed for many years and perhaps by
many Administrations.

The Premier: No. They have been im-
proved very considerably during the last
few years.

Mr. MecDONALD: I am glad to hear
that. T may be wrong in the matters that
oceur to me in scrutinising these aceounts,
but I cannot see where the ordinary pru-
dent and essentially specific provision for
depreciation of all assets is made in the
case of the Railway Department as would
be made in an ordinary privaie trading
concern which has to maintain its solvency
or meet its liquidator. If it is not done,
the sooner it is done the better. I do not
care whether the deficii thereby inereases
to half a million pounds. What I do care
abont is that we should know the facts
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exactly ag they are and make provision
aceordingly.

I regret very much that the Committee
has not had the opportunity to peruse the
Anditor General’s Report of this year. It
is to be available tomorrow, buf there will
not be much chance of digesting it before
the close of the session. In the Auditor
General’s Report of last year the assets of
the State which were insured against war
damage were shown to be worth
£30,000,000. That is a matter of some
interest, because if our total loan indebted-
ness is £96,000,000 or £97,000,000, it dis-
¢loses that, for the purpose of war damage
insurance at all events, we have assets of
an insurable nature totalling £30,000,000.
Of course the real assets of the State total
a great deal more than that sum.

The Premier: As far as war damage is
concerned, railways would not come under
that.

Mr. McDONALD: Precisely! There are
many assets of the State which would not
be the subject of war damage insurance.

The Premier: The pipe line is worth
£3,000,000, but you would not insure it for
that sum.

Mr, McDONALD: That is a specilic
item. Again, I would like to say that if
Parliament is to get a better knowledge
of the state of our acecounts and the posi-
tion of the country’s finances, more de-
tailed specifie values of our various assets
should be shown. What is done in the
accounts is to say that we owe £06,000,000
and we debit that on one side, while on the
other side we show all sorts of Govermen-
tal assets, but with no detail. There is no
segregation of values. If what I suggest is
done members wonld be very greatly in-
formed. Such detail is customary in
accounts of that deseription.

The Premier: We spent £3,000,000 on
roads and they are worth that sum, but we
conld not get that amount for them. They
do not pay any interest, either.

Mr. McDONALD: I do not suggest that
the assets are only those that could be put
up for sale by anction. I am saying that
as the accounts are presented I agree with
Mr. Theodore that a great deal more would
need to be ineluded. 1 think it should be
included if Parliament is to he invited
to express any worth-while opinion on
the public accounts and what may be done
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in order to improve and aid the publie
finances.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Theodore’s speech
before the Financial Agreement or after?

Mr. McDONALD: I think in 1920,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Just after?

Mr. McDONALD: Yes.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: He would not say
that today.

Mr. McDONALD: I do not know what
he would say todey.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: He is too keen to-
day.

Mr. MeDONALD: The money being spent
on the North-West of the State is a very
modest sum. We have some small expen-
diture for barbours and jetties and some
small expenditure for water supplies, I
kanow that the North-West part of our State
is that part which is most exposed to enemy
action, but the lessons of the war and the
situation we stood in a year or two ago all
point to the importance, not only from the
aspect of wealth but also of security, of
that great region, The North-West of our
State seems to be an area that may well
merit the early attention of the Govern-
ment for the information of members as
to any measures which can be formulated
in order to ensure its development.

The Premier: If we could find oil there,
that would give it a boost. The Minister
for Mines has referred to minerals.

Mr. McDONALD: I was glad to hear
the Minister for Mines refer to minerals. It
seems to me that if minerals other then
gold can be located and developed, that will
be a most valusble ancillary to our gold
production.

Mr. Rodoreda:
to that,

Mr, MeDONALD; I think the hon. mem-
ber may be right. I remember reading not
long ago a statement by one of the officers
of the State, or it might have been some
other authorily, that the wealth from blue
asbestos would Ivastly exceed any wealth
obtainghle from gold. That being so, there
are in that mineral, if I may so call it, and
in other minerals, opportunities for the de-
velopment of our northern areas which may
well turn out to be of the greatest possible
volue to the State.

I want to say a word also as to the
South-West of our State. I agree with
the Leader of the Opposition that when
we come to consider the post-war period,

Gold will be anecillary
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there is no part of our State that so
much demands the attention of those who
have the responsibility of planning for the
future as the South-West. I am gilad to see
that some inquiry has been made into the
possibility of basing an extended electricity
distribution scheme at Collie. That is a
matter which depends amongst other factors
on the density of population. But when we
come to take in more population, as we
must, we ecannot be too early beforehand
in saying to what extent not only can we
proceed with water conservation mensures
and. irrigation measures that bave been re-
ferred to, but also to what extent we can
proceed with extensions of electrie power for
factories, farms and homes in that part of
the State in which we have the greatest pros-
pect of a dense population. If we are to
read one [esson from the last thres or four
years of war, it is that the post-war period
is going to be writen very largely in terms
of eleetrie power.

The public debt of this State, of
some¢ £200 per head, couses some con-
cern to those responsible for the control
of the State, and the reports of the Grants
Commission indieate that the members of that
body have viewed our financial pesition as
possibly becoming, to use their own word,
critieal. But obviously we ecan reduce the
burden of gur debt—which i necessarily and
inevitably great in view of our enormous ter-
ritory and our small population—if we in-
crease our population so that the debt is
spread over so many more people. In the
inquiries which the Government is no doubt
making into the prospects of the State in
the immediate post-war period, this matter
of additional people is one for the most ur-
gent consideration, and, from the point of
view of the large debt we carry per head,
it is perhaps, if not the key, at least one of
the main solutions to the problem of bring-
ing our loan obligations and the burden of
interest into reasonable proportions accord-
ing to our revenue.

There is a much more elastic concep-
tion of borrowing than has been the
case in the past. If I wmay say so
with respeet, Mr. Chairman, J agree with
you that the orthodoxy of the old system
must be modifled to some extent in terms of
more recent experience and better knowledge,
I de not think we ought to fear ineurring
substantial additions to our debt when the
time is ripe, but it is generally agreed that
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there comes a time when, with an expanding
revenue and peneral prosperity, we should
accumulate from our reserves sufficient money
to reduce the debt incurred in order to meet
more difficult times. I am not altogether
satisfied that the State is doing all it can to
build up its financial strength at this time.
When we have no unemployment, when we
have an abounding revenue, when our tax-
ation returns under the Uniform Taxation
Aet have been pegged to those obtaining in
the pesk years of our taxation experience,
that appears to me to be the time when we
should be able to show financial results of a
kind that have not been possible in this State
in the past.

I suvppose it is necessary to borrow,
but T am reluctant to see a programme
of even £500,000 or £600,000. The posi-
tion is much better than it was but, when
a State like Queensland puts £5,500,000 into
reserve, it seems to me it would have been
a great achievement if, in this time of lighter
demands, a better employment position and
many other advantages, we could have dis-
pensed with any borrowing in order to allow
the recuperative process of our sinking fund
to operate, and then to create a margin on
which we conld draw in more difficult times.
Some of this money that has been borrowed
is going into avenues which fo my mind
are very dubious as a destination for ber-
rowed money. I know it has been the prae-
ties in the past to spend borrowed money
in these directions but, according to these
Estimates, money from Loan is going info
rollingstock.

The Premier: That is for increases.

Mr, MeDONALD: If it is to be used for
increases, it is more excusable; but if it were
to be used for replacements, that would he
quite untenable.

The Premier: Well, it is not.

Mr. McDONALD: I accept the Premier’s
word without question, but there is nothing
here to show that this money is for increases
in rollingstock.

The Premier: Yes, they get written-off.

Mr. MeDONALD: It just says here, “Con-
tinuation of rollingstock programme” with-
out anything to show thai that means an in-
crease in our rollingstock. As to last year,
opposite the same comment in conneetion
with loan expenditure, we find, amongst
other things, reference to modification of
“P" clags locomotives. That again would seem
to me a doubtful avenue for loan expendi-
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ture. It seems to be more in the nature of
repair work, which should be charged to
revenue.

The Premier: The hon, member can gei
particnlars of that in the report of the Com-
missioner of Railways, which refers fully to
these matters.

Mr. MeDONALD: I do not think that
deals with the position to which 1
am addressing my mind, which is how

far or exactly to what extent loan
funds are to be used for the main-
tenance of existing. stock and installa-

tions, and how far for additional eapital
expenditure. When we come to what may be
called legitimate capital expenditure we find
that loan funds are being spent and have
been spent according to the practice of
many years past op various public build-
ings.

The Premier: That is quite wrong from
an accountancy standpoint. Thet is a relic
of our system.

Mr. MeDONALD: They are being spent
on public buildings and, without professing
to be an aceountant, I do not see any objee-
tion to spending loan funds on public build-
ings. But what 1 do comment on is that
as far as I can see there is an absence of
any provision for writing-down the value
of those buildings.

The Premier: They are paid off by sink-
ing fund payments. Our sinking fund eon-
tribution this year wasz £800,000.

Mr. McDONALD: The sinking fund is
meant to redeem the loan in 57 years.

The Premier: All our public debt as at
1937 will be redeemed in 57 years. '

Mr, MeDONALD: Yes. Of course, if
sinking fund is going to meet depreciation
of assets, the debt is not being reduced at
all. If £800,000 is set aside as sinking fund
#nd the assets are depreciating all the time,
the debt is being paid of to some extent,
but the assets may be of minor value.

The Premier: It has not cost anything if
it is all written-off.

Mr. MeDONALD: No, but from the point
of view of maintenance of the asset, which
appears as being worth £50,000 in the books,
if that asset was erected 50 years ago it is
not worth that sum now, and it seems to me
that some provision should be made in the
accounts to write-off the value of buildings
s0 that depreciation written-off can he used
to replace those buildings or restore them
to their original value. So far as 1 see,



[7 OcroeEr, 1943.)

there is no provision made in these aceounts
for anything of that kind.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We bave the ad-
vantage on the other side that the State
trading concerns pay interest on money they
do not own.

Mr. MecDONALD: The State trading
concerns constitute a subjeet on which I
made & comment last year. The system of
accountancy is, I think, archaie. It is com-
pletely out of step with any modern ac-
countancy practice and dees not show the
true position. The accountancy practice laid
down by the State Trading Concerns Act
has to be observed, but the sooner it is de-
parted from and brought inte line with the
facts the better it will be for the State
trading concerns and the greater will be our
knowledge of where we stand. AN I want
to say rtegarding the State trading con-
cerns js that, as T think the Minister re-
marked, depreciation must be charged under
the terms of the State Trading Concerns
Act. In that ease we have some chanece from
the point of view of the actual values being
assessed in a proper perspective. We are
dealing tonight with Loan Estimates of com-
paratively small dimensions. It would have
been a magnificent achievement if, for the
first time in the history of the State for at
any rate many years, we had been able to
finance operations without any borrowings.

The Premier: We gre reducing our in-
debtedness and that in itself is not a bad
achievement.

Mr. MeDONALD: We are, but in times
such as the present of comparatively buoy-
ant revenue, it is not merely & matter of re-
dueing indebtedness but by how much we
can reduce the indehtedness.

Mr. Watts: Would we be reducing our
indebtedness if we had the opportunity to
spend t

Mr. McDONALD: That is another point.
In the case of the railways, the mystery of
it all is that with an inerease of approach-
ing £500,000 in revenue the actual net re-
turns amount merely to £2. Thag appears
to me like the case of Marie Celeste—some-
thing never to be explained.

The Premier: If costs go up you eannot
make as much profit. Ordinary commercial
practice is that when costs go up prices are
increased. We have not done that, and I
gave the Committee an assurance on that
point last year. .
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Mr. MeDONALD: But the class of ecar-
rizge oceasioned by the war has been of a
profitable type, namely, passenger traffic.

The Premier: Wages have gone up by
about £1 per week, on top of which we had
to pay war damage insurance, pay-roll tax
and so on. Although earnings have in-
creased, we have nat increased the charges
to the users of the railways. No commercial
firm would earry on like that,

Mr. MeDONALD : But they are doing so.

The Premicr: When their costs increase
they increase their prices,

Mr. McDONALD: Firms could increase
¢harges only to the limited extent permitted
by governmental suthorities.

The Premier: But Parliament would not
allow us o increase railway charges if we
attempted to do so.

Mr. McDONALD: I will not attempt to
arguc any specific ease, If the Minister for
Railways, however, made out a good case for
inereasing charges—

The Minister for Lands: It would have
no effect.

Mr., McDONALD: I do not know that
that is so.

The Premier: You know what happened
regarding the Fremsantle Harhour Trust’s
charges on wheat.

‘Mr. Watts: That was because the Govern-
ment had no case.

The Premier: The Minister made out a
good case.

Mr. McDONALD: I am sure members
wonld listen to any good argument ad-
vancad by the Minister in enpport of any
proposal to inerease railway charges. The
Premier has mentioned the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust and we know that that body has
been recording such surpluses that the idea
of increasing charges against the farmers,
who are faced with considerable difficulties
at the present time, naturally and properly
demanded some inquiries. If the railways
were returning a surplus of £500,000 or
£1,000,000 a year, I think there would he
extreme reluctance to inerease charges.

The Minister for Mines: If there were
surpluses you would not mind accepting
concessions, but you would not agree to in-
creased charges in the event of a deficit.

Mr. McDONALD: I do not know that
one should. ’
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Mr. Patrick: The Government should
adopt the Henry Ford system and when
profits are made lower charges.

Mr. McDONALD: 1In view of the fact
that the Minister for Railways has been
able to report increased revenue to the ex-
tent of over £400,000 and the net return to
the State is opnly £2, I would be pleased to
hear how that eame about and I certainly
think such a result requires explanation.
There may be one that is a complete answer
to the obvious comment that readily comes
to mind as to why a concern capable of
making so much money loses its eapacity
to record any profit. I feel that the Public
Accounts do not tell us all that should bg
told and could be told. I leave it to the
Premier and his assistant Ministers to earn
the fame that should attach to Western Aus-
tralia as the first State to have the oppor-
tunity in the future so to frame its accounts
that they can eall more effectively upon the
agsistance of members of the Committee to
forward the financial prosperity of the
State.

MR, NORTH (Claremont): During the
reeent international conference at which re-
presentatives of 44 nations met to consider
food problems confronting the world, to
which the Minister for Lands referred re-
cently as not being satisfactory from this
State’s point of view, in the agricultural
sense, some interesting propositions were
advaneed that, if extended to this State,
would be of great assistance. T have list-
ened to the debate on the Loan Estimates,
the general eriticism of the Loan Council
and the referentes to the work to be done
in the post-war period, and T am sure we
must all realise that, notwithstanding what
we may desire, those results cannot be
achieved within the limits of the present
system of Loan Couneil finance. At the inier-
national conference to which I have alluded,
definite proposals were considered whereby
undeveloped countries would not only be
provided with the requisite finance but
with the necessary plant and world experts
to gnide operations with a view to advane-
ing the projects in mind. That would be
of great assistance in a country like West-
ern Australia where we have large areas of
uninsed territory with a good rainfall but
with a small population. I would strongly
urge the Qovernment to keep in touch with
the proposals of that conference—I do not
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know whether the Premier has received any
information about that international confer-
ence or whether the details would have to
come through the Commonwealth Govern-
ment—for in connection with such import-
ant matters the interests of Western Aus-
tralia should not be overlooked.

We have plenty of good land, a first-class
climate, much room for development and all
the minerals and metals with details nf which
members of this Committee are familiar.
For years past it must have occurred to
most of ug that the Loan Council has not
now the financial power to assist the States
as they would desire during the next few
years, My remarks are coupled with the
changed viewpoint of the Commonwealth
Government with regard to immigration. One
would not expeet millions to be spent in
Western Ausiralia while she has a popula-
tion of less than 500,000 souls. Tntil we
have a much larger population we cannot
look forward to a rosy future, and until
such time arrives we shall have to continue
as in the past with the annual scramble for
funds.

I urge the Minister for Railways, who
has given us the detailed estimates for
his department, to look into the question of
transmission of electric power without the
use of cables, In Amerien that has become
an accomplished fact and it has proved of
tremendous advantage there. That wounld
be very helpful in this State, particularly
as the Premier has been telling us at great
length in the Press that he cannot provide
a large power station at Collie because of
the loss of current in transmission, that loss
being so appreciable that it would not pay
to undertake the work, The scheme em-
barked upon in the United States of Amer-
tea for the transmission of electric current
without cables has already had exceptional
results. A wireless station has proved so
powerful that the inbabitants of nearby vil-
lages have heen able to erect aerials and
collect all the eurrent they require to light
lamps for nothing. That has turned the
minds of a great many people to the ques-
tion of the use to which the poles that line
the “Polish Corridor”—I refer to Stirling-
highway—eould be put in the post-war
period, and there are those who have con-
ceived the idea that they wilt be very useful
for stringing up certain citizens that bave
incurred their displeasure. The sooner we
can get rid of those poles the better it will
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be from many points of view! They are a
menace from the standpoint of seroplanes,
interference with wireless installations and
0 on. We should certainly examine the
possibility of transmitting eurrent without
the use of cables. I believe the Minister’s
experts are opposed to transmitting current
underground because of execessive costs. In
the ciremmstances the scheme for transmit-
ting current without cables should receive
the early consideration of the Government.

The Minister also announced that he had
purchased six Diesel coaches for use in the
country districts. T frust he will sef aside
at least one of the buses for use on the sub-
urban railways to see whether he cannot
provide an improved and faster service
in the slack periods. It has been sug-
gested that it would be pessible to run a 10-
minute service with a Diesel car with smaller
loads and under an improved time-table, I
hope the Minister will bear that suggestion
in mind when the new chassis arrive. With
regard to buses and trolley-buses, I trust
that the commiitee set up to deal with the
importation of new chassis, will succeed in
securing some. I am informed that if some
of the private companies are not able to
seeure new buses very soon, some they now
have on the road will be no longer service-
able. I trust the Government will be able
to assist them.

The Premier: We have endeavoured to im-
pert a few from Great Britain,

Mr. NORTH: And I hope the Govern-
ment’s efforts will be very suecessful. An-
other matter eoncerns the trolley-buses and
queueing in St, (eorge's-terrace. 1 have
never been a prominent advocate of the
queueing system because obviously there are
two sides to the gquestion, If I am asked
to assist in the matter by any local anthority
I am only too pleased to do so, but T have
never taken an active part in advocating the
queucing method although it may have some
advantages. What could be done, but js not
being dome in spite of the faet that there
are certain improvements in the serviee—
we have more and more cars, as the Minister
told us the other day—is for the Government
to have designed here three or four large
trailer-trolleys built on the lines of the petrot
trailers. Such trolleys with trailers would
give a load of 80 or 90 persons, and they
could get away and take the queueing right
off the roads. Nearly all of the parts could
be made here, in the Midland Junetion Work-
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shopa. Two or three large trolleys could .be
sapplied, built on the trailer principle carry-
ing three axles end three sets of wheels. If
the vehicle is not large enough to take the
crowd waiting, send another one. The Min-
ister has a splendid staff and a large work-
shops, and with two or three trailer trolleys
at peak times he could entirely obviate the
queneing and other troubles.

1 wish to remind the Treasurer of the ex-
perience of Tasmania when its representa-
tive appeared hefore a eertain Select Com-
mittee to explain her financial position. I
understand that the explanation was given
by an official of the Tasmanian Government,
who took the figures over 50 or 60 years and
worked out how many publie works Tas-
mania could have had if she had never bor-
rowed a penny. He found that if that prin-
ciple had been adopted from the start, Tas-
mania by the present time could have built
double the value of public works that she
has built out of her debts, and the interest
on those debts. Many years ago the policy
of the Labour Party was never to borrow
but always to buoild works out of revenue.

Mr. Needham: Reproductive works.

Mr, NORTH: If that were the policy of
the Labour Party, it would have definite
evidence to show the Commonwcalth Grants
Commission that en those lines we should be
in a better position than we are in today,
having followed the borrowing prineiple.

MBR. WITHERS {Bunbury) : I was rather
pleased tomight to hear the Leader of the
Opposition give some commendation to the
South-West. It has been unusual to hear
such praise, especially from the Country
Party, of the progress, and possibilities of
progress, in the South-West. In connection
with that aspect I would say that all the
expenditure that has taken place over a
period of 40 years or more on the Bunbury
Harbonr may not have been judiciously
made, in view of the circumstances of the
time. People could not visualise spending
thousands of pounds per annum on keeping
up the old pateh-work system. They did
not visualise that the progress of the South-
West would become such as it has heen in
the last few years. It is a pity that they
were not able in days gone by to take such
broad views as Lord Forrest took in an
earlier period, and spend a good deal of
money at once. We have less depth of
water in the Bunbury Harbour today than
we had when I entered Parliament. Dredg-
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ing 18 not the solution. There are other
means. I have been endeavouring to get a
new plan for Bunbury Harbour in this re-
spect. I am convinced that the plans got
out fuirly early in the piece by Ransbotham,
Shields, and other engineers for the Bun-
bury Harbour earlier in the century were
sound. The question, however, has always
been, does the proposal justify the expendi-
ture?

I am never inclined to draw comparisons,
but I want to make the Bunbury Harbour
Justify its requirements on its own status,
and not by contrasting it with the Ger-
gldton or Fremantle or any other harbour.
A sum of £10,000 is proposed, and perhaps
may be a fair amount on Estimates of this
description, for harbour improvements;
but if the figures had two noughts appended
to them, making the amount £1,000,000, I
would say the Government was ranging
along on the right lines. We shall not get
anywhere with present methods. We have
had experience of those methods in connec-
tion with our main roads. There was a time
when we depended on road boards to give us
arterial and all other roads throughout the
country; and there never was a good road,
because the boards never had sufficient funds
to make a good road but were always
spending money on the mending of roads.

Mr. Patrick: The roads were not so bad
before the motors came.

Mr. WITHERS: Today we have compre-
hensive schemes of road-making, Today we
heve roads which notwithstanding war traffie
are standing up well. We ought to be brave
enough to launch out on o scheme of con-
struetion and development warranted by the
times. The Premier when introdueing the
Estimates enlightened me on the question of
power. I read the statement by the Min-
ister for Works published in “The West
Australian” of a couple of weeks ago. One
had to read between the lines as to what
was in the Minister's mind. I tried to vis-
ualise something in the nature of speeding
up a national scheme for power creation and
distribution in the South-West to supply
the whole of the South-Western Land Divi-
sien. The original scheme, I understand, was
to establish a plant in the metropolitan area,
bringing the necessary coal from the mines
by rail. T raised no objection on the
Address-in-reply to that aspect, but I want
the Premier to keep on thinking along those
lines, so that the South-West may at any
rate get & power station of its own.
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We have definitely g scheme for the South-
West, and I hope and trust the Government
will not only be considerate in the matter but
will persevere in it go as to have this post-
war job ready. Let us be prepared when
the war is over to launch out on some defin-
ite scheme of this kind for the metropoli-
tan area, for the South-West, and adjacent
areas. South-western development has made
wonderful strides because attention hag been
given to it by past Governments and this
Government. There is the matter of irri-
gation, As the Leader of the Opposi-
tion said, that might be extended far
afield. We are only in the infaney of irri-
gation.  Our possibilities of catchment are
unlimited. We need not stop at such
svhemes as the Sampson’s Brook scheme
and others.  All the ranges in the Bouth-
West conserve large quantities of water
which eould be utilised during the summer
months, in the absence of rain. I realise
that it is useless to wait for the evil day, or
for that matter to wait for the good day, and
that we ought to be well prepared for the
development of our hinterlands after the
WAar.

MR, W. HEGNEY (Pilbara): I rise
simply to make an observation relating to
water supplies for Port Hedland, It is
recognised that the question of water supply
in country districts will prove of major
importance in the immedate post-war period.
All Governments, State and Commonwealth
recognise that something should be done to
ensure to people in provincial towns an
adeqnate water supply. I draw the Gov-
ernment’s attention to the lack of water in
the Port Hedland district. Tke supply
of drinking water for the people of the town-
ship itself is obtained from g point 20
miles away. In the summer months it is
necessary to draw on a supply 60 miles
away, and the water is transported by rail.
That water is used for drinking purposes. I
have received a wire this evening from the
secretary of the road board at Port Hed-
land in which he states—

Owing t0 hesvy demand for drinking water
ex railways by civilians an Army officer in
charge states he is unable to cope with require-
ments owing to insufficient trucks.

That matter may well have to be dealt with,
but the water is distributed to the towns-
people by a cartage contractor and the cost
is 3s. 6d. per 100 gallons. In addition the
town is served by a supply the reticulation



[7 Ocroer, 1943.]

system of which is 40 years old. The water
is obtained from two wells about a mile
from the townsite. Due to the high degree
of salinity the water cannot be used for
drinking and it is fatal for the housewives
to wash clothes in it. It is only used for
general washing-up purposes and for shower
baths, Because of the corresion in the pipes
the supply is very poer. Many of the peo-
ple have adopted the practice of taking a
book into the shower beecause, if the party
next door is having a shower they will have
to wait until he is finished. They read the
book during that period.

Mr, Needham: What about the morning
paper?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The morning paper
costs 10d. when it arrives! The people do
not think it necessary to have the paper.
The loeal water hoard recently made repre-
sentations to me 0 see if an adequate water
supply could be made available to the town.
I realise, and so do the local people, that a
eomprehensive scheme is out of the ques-
tion at the moment for more reasons than
one. Some 13 years ago the engineers
tested a source of supply from the Turner
River about 20 miles from Port Hedland.
I understand that the scheme was practic-
ully approved, but further tests have since
been made and they show, I believe, that
the water may turn salt if a very heavy
drew is made upon it. A scheme could be
inaugurated many miles from Port Hedland
and I believe that in the post-war period
that problem must he grappled with.

I impress upon the members of the Govern-
ment that the supply of water is very
limited. Representations have been made to
the Government to take over the responsi-
bility of the Port Hedland supply from the
water board owing to the small population
and the cost involved. We believe that if
ashestos pipes are made available and
greater storage facilities constructed or wells
sunk nearer the town, the difficulty would,
for the time being, be overcome. For the
water that the people get—which cannot be
used for drinking purposes—they are re-
quired to pay 6s. 6d. & month and the
hotel £1 a month, When the hotel was being
renovated some time ago the board, before
it would agree to the renewal of the license
said that it must instal a septic system.
That was done and now the position is re-
versed. The septie system was installed and
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a demand made on the water board that it
supply the necessary water. This could not
be done and, unfortunately, the antiquated
system of sanitation has had to he reverted
to,

I am given to understand by the secre-
tary of the road board that if the position
is not altered shortly the local hospital will
have to revert to the same system. This is
a very important hospital at the moment
and, with & hot climate like Port Hedland, a
bad sanitation system is dangerous to the
health of the community. I am directing
these remarks to the members of the Gov-
ernment, not to give the impression that
they have been unsympathetic to any pro-
posals I have submitted but merely to let
members know the position. If the
eircumstances sre fully known to the
Government it will, as soon as possible,
see that the work is put in hand.

MR. MANN (Beverley): I am sorry there
is nothing on the Estimates for a research
laboratory. We are faced in the southern
areag with an outbreak of disease peculiar
to the merino sheep. Many of the merino
ewes in the subterranean clover country are
not breeding owing to a peculiarity. I can
quote the case of one man who mated 900
ewes this year to merino rams, and all he
got was a total of 92 lambs. We attribute
this trouble to the subterranean clover. In
these distriets there are some good flocks
and they will die out if this disease con-
tinues. I have spoken to the departmental
officials here and they say they have not the
facilities or the labour available to carry
out the necessary research work. In addition
we have a form of dermatitis affecting the
sheep. This is spreading too. In the
months of February and March an irritation
is set up on the skin which has a seurf-like
appearanee, and the sheep bite the wool.
When shearing time comes along it is found
that from the commencement of the green
feed this scurf-like skin hag left the animal’s
body with the wool as it has grown, leaving
a clean skin underneath. I have also dis-
cussed that matter with the Veterinary
Department and have been informed that
there is no eure for it. This trouble is spread-
ing rapidly, which means that these flocka
will he enormously reduced. A man might
have been getting a 12 to 14 lbs. elip and
be reduced to an 8 or 9 1bs. elip. Tt is es-
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sential that this research work should be car-
ried out. We have no laboratory facilities
in the State.

Following on the remarks of the mem-
ber for Bunbury, when he was speak-
ing of the South-West, I would mention that
another important matter to Western Aus-
tralia is that of contagious abortion. The
C.8.1.R. has developed a serum with which
to inoculate heifer calves before attaining the
age of six months. This serum is alive and
must be used within a week. We can trans-
port the culture by plane to Western Austra-
lia, but there are no facilities in Western
Australia to dea] further with it. The resuli
is that thousands of cows are going sterile
due to this contagious abortion. I agree with
the member for Bunbury that in the post-
war period and the years to come the South-
West will play a prominent part and accom-
modate an enormous population. I pay a
tribute to the Veterinary Department which
has done remarkably good work in connee-
tion with braxy-like, toxic diseases, and re-
search generally. Teday we are breeding
artificial sheep and this research is very
necessary as otherwise our flocks will dwindle,

Mz, Seward: We have the blowfly, too.

Mr. MANN: I am sorry to say that the
blowfly is always with us. The member for
(Gascoyne and other members representing
northern areas know the trouble experienced
in their electorates. I have seen flocks in
the south shorn for s month, which bave
been struck at the baek of the horns, in the
case of rams, by the fly. The ewes have
also been struck. I saw three flocks, not yat
ghorn, of which 75 per cent. were struck.
Shearers are not available and the flies are
striking at the shoulder and going along the
back, with the result that the losses will be
very heavy. Reverting to the matter of
contagious abortion, if the serum comes here,
apart from the culture, it will be necessary to
have the cattle inoculated by expert men, be-
eause it i3 a live serum. If we can save
some thousands of cows from this trouble, we
will do an enormous amount of good. We
have not the necessary laboratory facilities
for the higher research so essential to the
hetterment of the State.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan): Y wish
to refer to the matter of water supply
extensions. From time to time T have made
representations to the Water Supply De-
partment to get certain extensions, Because
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the revenue to be derived from them will be
insufficient, in the opinion of the de-
ment, they are not made, notwithstanding
the fact that an urgent plea is put forward
to have these services made available, by
the people concerned. They are willing and
anxious to pay a reasonable amount. The
rate of inferest alfectz these propositions
because of the fact that the cost of the
loans is included in the amount made avail-
able to the Water Supply Department. The
practice is to add on, I think, & half per
cent. to the loan rate. That is passed on
to the Water Supply Department for the
purpose of investigating in water supply
extensions, ete. The department then adds
on about 2% per cent. to egver the cost of
overhead and administrative charges. Assum-
ing a loan is raised at 4% per ecent., it
means that the income te be derived from
the work is £7 10s. per £100. This might be
all right when the money is raised at 4%
per cent., but if the interest rate is lower,
the reduction is not reflected in the amount
charged to the persons desiring the exten-
sion. Hence the cost of these extensions is
diffienlt for many prospective consumers of
water.

My distriet is on the outskirts of the
metropolitan area and people in the
north-castern portion particularly require
extensions. People from Inglewood to
Middle Swan and Greenmount, from South
Guildford to the Welshpool-road and ex-
tending into Vietoria Park are clamouring
for water supply extensions, and be-
cause the amount chargeable is, say,
7Y, per cent. it is difficult . for them
to bhe served. Let me mention a place
almost adjacent to the Great Eastern
Highway. The extension passes on either
side of the property and the owner cannot
pay the amount of the guarantee required
by the department. He is therefore starved
for water, although- there is water all round
him. For that person 7% per cent. is too
bigh a rate.

This afternoon I visited the Welshpool
district and met a number of people there
who are elamouring for water supply exten-
sions. One man has a fairly large area
and about 90 head of caitle. He is engaged
in supplying milk to the metropolitan area,
but is unable to get a satisfactory extension
of the water supply to his premises. Dur-
ing the past year it has been diffienlt to
obtain asbestos piping, but I understand
that representations are being made to over-
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come that difficulty. Because of the exist-
ence of borderline cases, many people are
suffering hardship. They are unable fo se-
eure a service because of their low rating,
which will not permit the provision of sufli-
cient money to meet the charges for the
extension. This is a matter that should
receive attention. When the loan interest
rate falls, there shouid be a corresponding
decrease to the consumers of water.

Last night I vaised the question of sewer-
age conpections, but found that I should have
reserved my remarks for the Loan Estimates.
On these Estimates, an amount of £47,935
is provided for public buildings, including
sewcrage and equipment, ete. It is my duty
to bring to the notice of the Minister the
fact that certain schools in my distriet, only
three miles from Perth, past which the sew-
erage mains run are not connected with the
system. A private person similarly situated
is served with a notice by the department
lo have his premises connected with the
main. The time is long overdue for connect-
ing these schools with the deep drainage
gystem, The State school at Lower Ingle-
wood is a large one with many children in
attendance; the sewerage main passes on
both sides of the property, but it is not con-
nected. There is another school at Bassen-
dean adjacent to my boundary. The member
for Guildford-Midland and I have been ask-
ing for this school to be econneeted. On the
other side of Bassendean, in Middle Swan,
up-to-date scwerage provision is also re-
guired. On the Rivervale side, residents have
complained bitterly. Some years ago the
health -officer made a report which T read
to the Chamber. He condemned in no uncer-
lain language the conditions prevailing at
the Rivervale school and other schools in the
district. I hope the Minister for Health will
take some interest in the health of the ehild-
ren attending those schools and discuss the
matter with the FEduocation Department.

MR. CROSS (Canning) : No money seems
to have been provided on these Estimates to
procure new land for schools in the metro-
politan area.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in referring to it if there is no
provision.

Mr. CROSS: It should be there. The
Estimates should provide for the purchase
of land for schools that will be required
after the war. On the east side of Canning
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Highway, in the new area around Carey-
street and Oxford-street, there are about 150
children who have to walk 1Y% miles to the
Forrest-street school, and that school is over-
erowded without them. It is well known that
snitable land for a school is available in
the district and the department should take
steps to obtain it.

The Minister for Lands: I have already
inquired into that.

Mr. CROSS: The land should have been
obtained before now. If it is not purchased,
other people will have it for building pur-
poses. After the war there will be consider-
able building activity in that area. It ia a
good district and not far from transport.
There is no provision on the Estimates for
additional accommodation for the Canning-
ton school. Children have to go from River-
ton, a distance of three or four miles, to the
Cannington school, and the only accommoda-
tion provided for many of them is a hall,
There is no room for them in the school. A
school should be provided at Riverton. This
is a well-populated distriet, and more setile-
ment is taking place. It is the only district
in the mefropolitan area to my knowledge
where houses are being built at present, I
darc say that similar conditions exist in
other parts. The department should fake
a long-range view of the matter and procare
snitable land now. Some months ago I spent
three or four hours with the director dis-
cussing the requirements of the greater met-
ropolitan area. I consider that land should
be obtained for secondary schools in varions
parts of the metropolitan area. A compre-
hensive review should be made of future re-
quirements of land and schools, not only in
the greater metropolitan area but also in
some of the larger country eentres. I sup-
port the vote, but regret that money has
not heen provided to meet future require-
ments in this direction.

Vote put and passed.

Voles—Railways, Tramways, ete., £377,000
Harbours and Rivers, £24,500; Water Supply
and Sewerage, £66,882; Development of
Goldficlds and Mineral Resources, £101,000;
Development of Agriculture, £85,750; Roads
and Bridges, Public Buildings, ete., £70,000;
Sundries, £63,472—agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report

adopted.
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S8TANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

THE PREMIER: I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable resolutions
from the Committees of Supply and of Ways
and Means to be reported and adopted on the
same day on which they shall have passed those
Committees, and also the introduction and pass-
ing of the Appropriation Bill through all its
stages in one day.

Question put,

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion having been
moved without notice requires the support
of an absolute majority, There being no dis-
sentient voice, I declare the motion passed
by an absolute majority.

Question thus passed.

BILL-—LOAN, £350,000.
Message.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill,

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER ({9.15] in moving the
gecond reading said: We have discussed the
expenditure ¢f loan moneys and this Bill
is to provide for the raising of the money.
As members will observe, the amount to be
raised 1is, comparatively speaking, very
small; but we still have authority under
former Loan Billz to raise sufficient money
to carry out the works which we proposed
to undertake, in addition to those provided
for by this Bill. It will not be necessary
to raise all these moneys because, as I men-
tioned when introducing the Loan Estimates,

- a fairly substantial amount is coming back
in Loan repayments and on account of the
money which we ean get nnder the Savings
Bank arrangement. This measnre is usually
treated as a formal one. I move—

That the Bill be now Tead a second time.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth): 1
merely wish to say that the amount to be
raised under this Loan Bill represenis an
incrense of £40,000 on the amount raised
under the Loan Bill of last year; but in view
of the Treasurer's statement as to the extent
of the Loan programme and as to the
amount still in hand from Lean funds from
last year, the difference in the amount is not
relevant in the present circumstances, I
support the second reading,
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Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committes, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported withont amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1943-44.
In Commitiee of Supply.
Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Marshall in the Chair.
Vote—Department of Native
£47,400 (partly considered) :

Affairs,

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[9.20]: T wish to say a few words with re-
gard to the flsheries vote. When speaking
on this vote last evening, the member for
Bunbury referred to the waste of fish that
was taking place. He said that hundreds of
dozens of fish were being destroyed as the
result of certain regulations. If that is so
at a time Iike this, when it is exceedingly
difficult to procure fish, both on acecount of
its seareity and its high price, I think it is
tine something was done abont the matter.
I fully realise that our fish, particularly in
the estuaries, must be protected. It is wrong
that undersized fish should be nctted. Many
people with whom I have discussed this mat-
ter contend that under the present regula-
tions there is a tremendous wastage of fish.
At present fishermen are not permitted to
send into. the market mullet less than 11%
ins. in length. 1t is some little time since
the size of mullet for market purposes was
inereased from, I think, 9% ins. to 111
ins, The fishermen maintain that under the
present regulations it is impossible to com-
ply with the law. First, they eannot pro-
cure the right netting, as it is not available
in the State. As a result, the netting which
they are forced to use cateches the smaller
fish, many of which are injured in the net
and wasted. I recently presented a petition
to the Minister, ostensibly signed by those
engaged in the fishing industry in the Man-
durah distriet, in which it was said that
the fishermen, in order to secure ome box
of marketable fish, had to cateh at least
four boxes. Many of the fish caught are so
injured that, when released, they die. The
member for Bunbury bears out what I have
said, namely, that there is a tremendows
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wastage. I suggest to the Minister that he
should cause an independent inquiry to be
made.

Some congiderable time ago a fishing
demonstration was held in the Mandurah
waters, I was present; the Minister bad his
representatives there and the fishermen had
theirs. The demonstration was designed to
prove that the regulations were satisfactory
and that fish of the preseribed length eould
be canght without resultant loss. I am by
no means an expert in fishery matters, but
I do know that the inspectors, or the repre-
sentatives of the Minister, and the repre-
sentatives of the fishermen did not agree.
The fishermen still contend that consider-
able loss must take place if the regulations
are enforced. I understand that this law
applies to the whole of the Commonwealth,
although I am not sure on the point; the
Minister says it does, but fishermen bere say
that what applies to our Eastern seaboard
does not necessarily apply to our Western
coast. Their contention is that it should not
apply here. In view of the serionsness of
the position, I ask the Minister to give the
roatter his immediate dttention. I trmst
he will adopt my suggestion to hold an in-
quiry, as I think it would result in benefit
to all concerned. I recently presented the
Minister with a petition—in fact, with sov-
eral petitions—so he is aware of the faets.
I feel sure he will give the matter his early
attention and that the result will be satisfac-
tory, not only to those earning their living
by fishing but to the public as well.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
wish to make a few remarks about the trout
hatcheries at Pemberton. I was in Pember-
ton a fortnight ago and was wonderfully im-
pressed by the good work being done by the
Acclimatisation Society there, work which
has the commendation of all the people of
the State. It is done voluntarily by busy-
bees and the achievement is worthy of wit-
ness by every responsible person in the
State. The South-West areas seem parti-
cularly suitable for the purpose of trout rais-
ing. There are many fresh water streams
and these do not contain fish of commereial
value. There is the marron, but this has no
commercial value. Trout is excellent food.
From what T could learn, the eggs were im-
ported from the Eastern States and hatched
at Pemberton. A gentleman named Mr. Glew,
a schoolmaster, takes great interest in this
industry, if such it can be called. Personally,
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I think it will develop into an importani
industry. The man in charge, Mr. Grabam,
1s known to me and be invited me down. I
saw the trout and young fry, known as fin-
gerlings or yearlings, from one to two years
of age heing fed, The young fry, I am told,
should not be released until they are twelve
months old; if they are released sooner the
loss is very great. Trout up to 11% lbs.
have been caught; they were hatched from
ezes brought from the Eastern States and
apparently these were of excellent quality.

Trout raising is now definitely estab-
lished in the waters around Pemberton and
in the South-West generally, but there ic
still mueh experimental work to be done. Tha
Fisheries Department has faken a keen in-
terest in the work. Dr. Serventy has visited
Pemberton and given those interested valn-
able advice. The fish provides an excellent
food and excellent gport. I am not an angler
myself; when I am fishing I always fesl
there is bait on one end and a fool at the
other, and I am not a very patient fisherman.
However, by establishing trout in cur streans
we will encourage tourist traffic. I believe it
has been of great ussistance to New Zealand
and Tasmania.

Mr, Doney: How would you encourage the
trout?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: By
spending more moncy and extending hatch-
eries, I believe there are big hatcheries in
Vietoria, but they have not sufficient fish to
satisfy the demand. More moncy should be
spent in Western Australia and greater en-
conragement given to those who are doing
good work in this connection. I do not see
any reason why trout should not be deposited
in all of our fresh-water streams. I do not
think we have taken sufficient interest in

this matter.

Mr. Perkins: Will not the trout breed
themselves?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I

am told that if they are released from the
hateheries too young the mortality is great,
but if they are bred until they are what are
called yearlings, the mortality is very small.

Mr. Sampson: Ts it at Esperance where
this ean be done?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No.
We have not sufficient fresh water there. Mr.
Glew is the man who established the hateh-
eries, and Mr. Kelly, a businessman, has taken
a keen interest in them, and has a number
of ealleagues who assist him. I helieve that if
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it had not been for the late Mr. McCallum
Smith’s bequest the hatcheries would not
have been established, and would not have
been able to prove the value to Western Aus-
tralia which we expect them to be. T believe
that in the United States the commerecial
value of trout is greater than that of salmon.

Mr. Doney: That will take some believing!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
have seen the hatcheries in our State, and I
eonsider it is only fair to the people theve
that members shounld take a greater interest
in what is being done. There are quite a lot
of new things of that kind we do not seem
to want to see, but those people should be
commended, encouraged and assisted. T
believe the department will assigt them, be-
eause I have spoken about it to the Minister,
He has not been to see them yet, but he
realises that the hateheries will be of great
value. The people at Pemberton are intev-
westod in the industry, and this Government
and all of us should be interested also.

MR. McDONALD {West Perth) : 1 should
like to assure the Minister that if he wants
to spend any money on research into the
conservation of our fishing industry he will
receive my wholehearted support. This is a
very modest estimate—some £7,000 a year——
devoted to a most important item in the food
of the people. There has been some justi-
fiable coneern as to whether the fish re-
sources of our coast, particularly in our
estuaries, have not been depleted by failure
to enforce proper supervision of the fish
taken. There is much research to be under-
taken in order to find out what size fish
will reproduce and to ensure that they are
not taken on a commercial seale before
reaching that stage. T am glad the Minister
has secured the services of Dr. Serventy for
this State. He i3 an expert who will be able
to go into this matter and advise the de-
pariment. The conservation of our fish off
the coast of this State is very important.
It is so important that the Minister would
be well advised to ask the Treasurer for an
adequate sum of money to ensure that all
proper inquiry is made and every proper
precaution taken to protect and build up
this valuable source of wealth.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (in reply): I want {o reply first to
questions asked by the member for Williams-
Narrogin last night. He said he would like
to know the result of expenditure in a cer-
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tain portion of this State in reference fo a
spur line put in under the jurisdiction of
the Harbour and Lights Department. I will
be able to explain privately just what good
value we have received throughout the State
sinee the inception of that line. The infor-
mation must be given privately for obvious
reasons. If the hon. member would be satis.
fied to see me later in reference to that par-
ticular matter, I shall be able to give him
an assurance that the line has been a blessing
in disguise and has been of great benefit
to Western Australia. I am very pleased
to have the assurance of support from at
least one member, the member for West
Perth. The most frequent complaints T have
received since T have been in charge of the
Fisheries Department have been from fisher-
men, and representatives of fishermen, con-
eerning regulations that have been imposed
upon professional fishermen since we have
been in co-operation with the Council for
Scientific and Industrial Research on the
very lines indicated by the member for West
Perth.

I believe that the depletion of fish in
Western Australian waters for a number
of years past has been cansed through lack
of knowledge, lack of proper plant and
proper-sized nets, and that sort of thing.
A big programme was mapped out by the
C.8.1R., although many of the investiga-
tions proposed were retarded through the
ontbreak of hostilities. The regulations re-
lating to the prohibition of netting fisk under
a ceriain size were brought about as a result
of investigations made by our Fisheries De-
partment in co-operation with the C.8.LR.
The recommendation was that this partieular
breed of fish should not be caught below a
length of 13 inches. However, the depart-
ment, on actount of the conditions that ex-
isted, increased ‘the ‘size from only 9%
inches to 11 inches and one quarter. That
was & half-way measure, and was a conces-
sion to the fishermen, because the correct
size of net for eatching fish of only 13 inches
in length was not available. So the depart-
ment decided to inerease in short stages the
size of the fish that were permitted
to be canght until a proper-sized net
became availahle.

The department did not introduce regula-
tions just to penalise fishermen. The aver-
age fisherman seems to think that the regu-
lations introduced are designed to be & hind-
rance to him and to persecute him, A factor
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to be taken into ecomsideration is that the
professional fisherman is, so to speak, here
today and gone tomorrow. He is not much
concerned about the future of the fishing in-
dustry. There is a big difference of opinion
between the professional fisherman and the
department. The department endeavours to
protect the fish and give them every oppor-
tunity to increase, or at least to keep up
their numbers. The professional fisherman
is concerned only about the amount of fish
he ean put on the market and the profits he
can make, .

Mr. Doney: The professional fisherman is
not here today and gone tomorrow.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: So far as posterity is concerned,
he is, He is not concerned about posterity.
He is not concerned about the indusiry in
50 or 100 years’ time. He is cancerned about
the industry only as it exists in his time
and what he can get out of it.

Mr, McLarty: Some have spent their lives
at it.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST : I agree, but they are not very con-
cerned ahout what is going to happen to the
industry in the future,

Mr. Dongy: They must have some concern
for the preservation of the fish, otherwise
their livelihood would ge. You know that
is s0.

The MINISTER FQR THE
WEST: It is not so!

Mr. Doney: I know that it is so.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: I know it is not so. What do we
all look forward to?

Member: More fish!

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: We are looking forward to security
and ease, if we can get it on this earth. The
fisherman is no different. He looks for
security for himself for the time being, The
main bone of eontention so far as the fisher-
men are concerned js the size of the nets
they are permitted to use in eertain waters.

Tt is said a vast amount of fish is destroyed
by illegal means. It has becn put to me that
there are various methods of eatehing fish
by nets. One is by the set-net method, and
the ather is by hauling. They are not per-
mitted to use a net designed to eateh 11Y%)
inch fish by using it as a set net. In certain
arens they are permitted te use this parti-
cular net for hauling purposes or bull-
ringing or gplashing, os it is called.  There

NORTH-
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was a demonstration at Mandurah, when
fishermen protested against a regulation,
to indieate that a net this size would
destroy hundreds of fish. The report of the
Ingpector of Fisheries was to the effect that,
by hauling the net, practically no fish what-
ever were killed, beeause in the hauling pro-
cess undersize fish go through the mesh, but
the usual practice is for the fishermen to set
the net and leave it all night. The fish get
into the net, struggle to get free and many
are lost. That oceurs as a result of the
use of prohibited methods. If the legsl
method of hauling nets is used, I am given
to understand that the loss of fish is neg-
ligible. Another point regarding the haulage
of nets as compared with the set nets is
that it is much easier for fishermen to set
their nets than to trawl them. Not only is
it harder trawling the net but the cleaning
of the net involves more work. I am imn-
formed by the inspectors that it is very much
easier to set the nets than to “bull-ring”™
them.

Mr. Withers: They get greater results
from hauling than by setting?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: Yes, although it involves much
harder work. However, I can assure the
hon. member and others interested that the
matter is receiving further consideration.
The member for Murray-Wellington recently
presented a petition of protest to me, and
the reason why he has not received any
reply is that the Chief Inspector of Fish-
eries has been in the Eastern States attend-
ing a conference and I have becn too busy
during the past week to give it my personal
attention.  The Chief Inspector has now
returned and I hope to deal with the matter
and give the hon. member an early reply.

Mr. McLarty: Will you authorise an
independent inquiry?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: I cannot promise that. Who is the
independent person thet could conduct the
tnquiry, and what knowledge does he possess
of fishing?

Vote put and passed. .

Votes—Harbour and Light and Jetties,
£33,048; Fisherics, £7,278; North- West Gen-
erally, £200—agreed to.

Publie Ulilities:

Votes—Goldficlds Water Supply Under-
taking, £135,756; Kalgoorlic Abatteirs,
85758 f—agreed to,
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Voie—Metropolitan Abattoirs end Sale-
vards, £47,864:

Mr. SAMPSON: Has any progress been
made regarding the killing of stock, and has
some painless method, such as that in use
in England, been adopted here?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
All systems of humane killing have been in-
yuired into, including one that was suggested
about four years ago by the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. It is con-
widered that the present method compares
Yavourably with any other system.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Meiropolitan Water Supply, Sew-
erage and Drainage, £140455; Other Hy-
draulic Undevrtakings chargeable to Revenue,
£69.915—agreed to.

Vote—Railways, Tramways, Fervies and
Electricity Supply, £213,600:

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
[9.52]: Quite & lot has been said about the
Ruilway Department and the various sec-
tions in conncection with it. The Commis-
sioner, his staff and ail connected with the
Railways have been condemned. Some of the
criticism has probably been deserved, but
there has Deen a lot that I would class as
captious, while some has represented politi-
cal propaganda. The latter I do not like. It
seems to me that some members who have
ordinarily a very high personal standard
deteriorate, politieally and morally, by their
condemnation of others who are doing their
best. There is one member that I bold in
the highest esteem in every sense; yet he
said he hoped the “Minister would get burnt
out.” Thet hurt me more than much adverse
criticism.

Mr. North: Do you say someone in this
Chamber said that?

The MINISTER TFOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. I know that member is in no way
fiendish and in fact is a man of very high
standing.

Mr. Watts: He must have been in a very
bad temper that night!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Perhaps the hon. member intended to ingra-
tiate himself with his constituents and allowed
himself to say something that ordinarily he
would not give utterance to. I think mem.
bers of this Chamber should be paragons in
the eyes of the public. We hold high posi-
tions and the public should look up to us
a3 members of Parliament. I eandidly admit
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that if the Government could seeure a spark
arrester that was really efficient and not
detrimental to engine power, the inventor
would soon be worth thousands. The Gov-
ernment and the departmental officials are
sinecere in their desire to secure some appli-
ance that will deal effectively with the spark
nuisance,

Mr, Patrick: Does not a claim stand for
that, hecause of cases in the law courts?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No, we are protected by law. The depart-
ment is doing everything possible to deal
with the problem and certainly does not
wish any farmer to be burnt out. We know
that such properties are assets of the State,
T am a farmer and so are many of my col-
leagues, and naturally we are rather alarmed
about the position. If I were to say that
in order to protect the erops I would no
longer run any trains, what would the people
say? The position is difficult. If we could
get adequate supplies of Neweastle eoal it
would be all right, but with Collie eoal it
is diffienlt.

Mr. Doney: You are really admitting the
culpability of the Government.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No, the Qovernment is not culpable, but
there may be a remedy for the diffieulty,
Newcastle coal is said not to spark so badly
as Collie eoal. As I have already remarked,
if some ingenious person were to invent an
arvester that would deal with the spark
nuisance while at the same time not affecting
engine power, he would very soon be afflu-
ent, for the Government would he willing
tc pay well for the invention, Generally
speaking, the Railways have done a very gooil
Jjob, although many people will disagree with
me in that statement. The bulk of the
heavy traffic has been associated with the
transport of troops and those attached to
the Allied Forces. They are accorded flrst
priority and that has imposed a great strain
npon the system. Civilian traffic has been
handled as expeditiously as possible in view
nf the position regarding rollingstock, en-
gine power and coal supplies.

Naturally, eoal has been the erux of the
problem regarding the efficieney of the
system, The Collie ¢toalminers have
done very well and have produced an in-
erensed output of conl. The great difflculty
there is that the personnel of the mines
does not eomprise voung men. most of whom
have enlisted, and with the older men at
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work the problem has been to increase out-
put. The Railway Department has endeav-
oured to eo-operate with the Commonwealth
(Government which has received first consid-
eration for its requirements. We bave coped
with the traffic reasonably satisfactorily,
despite the great strain imposed upon the
system. Dealing with a comparison between
the results achieved in 1939 and 1943, the
earnings increased by nearly £820,000 ris-
ing from £3,600,000 to £4,418,000. The
business increase has bheen nearly 23 per
cent, With regard to the passenger traffic,
the total increase carried has been 5,676,000,
the total inereasing from 11,416,000 to
17,092,000—an increase of nearly 50 per
cent.

Mr. North: Is that for the whole of the
State?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. The passenger earnings increased from
£704,000 to £1,360,000, representing an in-
erease of 93 per cent. Of course, the long
journeys through the couniry districts have
accounted largely for the somewhat dispro-
portionate incresse. Metropolitan traffic
showed an increase of only 40 per cent. as
against ap increase for the country traffic
of over 130 per cent. Despite that ang-
mented traffiec, the number of locomotives
available has declined by 37 from a total of
429, to 392. Some of the engines that have
gone off-running have been used for urgent
defence requirements and, although the Gov-
ernment was reluctant to release them, to
win the war is a first essential and conse-
quently they were despatehed to the Easterr
States. Another difficulty has been the
transfer of qualified tradesmen who have
been allowed to go east for maintenance
purposes in connection with defence works.
The shortage of rollingstoek and manpower
difficulties have eaused much trouble, to an
extent far beyond the conception of the or-
dinary individual who has had nothing to
do with such problems. The railway staff
has been very loyal and carried out an ex-
cellent job.

In Western Australia both the Collie
niiners and the railway employees have
set an example not only to the Com-
monwealth but the whole world. Of course,
I refer {o countries where democratic Gov-
ernment prevails. Members may be aware
that there has been far more trouble in the
United States of Ameriea than in this State.
There has been s reduction of 251,800 train
miles, equal to about 3 per eent. Heavier
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loading of trains has resulted, and will be
reflected in increased earnings per train mile
of 160.781 in 1943 as against 168.51 in 1939,
There is an increase of 3510.38 in the ton-
nage inerease, There has been less freight.
Not so much super and wheat has been
moved, but there has been an inerease in
high rates traffic. About two months ago I
was over East to have a look round, and
even in Vietoria, which has an area of only
about 87,000 square miles, I was told by the
Railway Commissioners that with the execep-
tion of the main line their schedule was
practieally not in use at all, as they eould
not keep their trains up te schedule or up to
timeable.

So when we make comparisons be-
tween this State and other States, wilh
the exception of South Australia—where at
one time there was talk of “Webb's
Folly,” whereas today the expression is
“Webb’s Wisdom”—where an expenditure of
£11,000,000 or £12,000,000 was made two
years ago, the benefit of which is being felt
today, South Australia, as a result, having
no trouble from a railway point of view—
thege facts ought to be borne in mind. Of
course, South Australia has only 2,258
miles of railway, and 239 persons for every
mile of railway construeted as against
Western Australia’s 107. It should be borne
in mind that although we have had our diffi-
culties here and many persons have heen
inconvenieneed, tbey have not been incon-
venicriced to any great extent.

Mr. Watts catled attention to the state
of the Committee,

Bells rung and a quornm formed.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
During the term of the Mitehell Government
in 1933 there was unfair competition with
our railways. Millions of pounds are in-
vested in them, and road transport bad
picked out the high freights, leaving the low
freights to the railways. It was a Labour
Government that came to the reseue by
passing the State Transport Co-ordination
Act in 1933. That legislation tended to
right the position, and also fo increase em-
ployment. The striking inerease in the rail-
way revenue since then has been main-
tained. Railway finances have been better,
although the unfavonrable figures do not
diselose the real value of that legislation.

Mr. Seward: If you kill your oppositiom,
you generaily do befter!
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
are not trying to kill anyone.

Mr. Seward: You killed road transport.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That was not my fgult. The competition of
road transport would not be so bad if it
were fair, but when road transport came
:along to pick out only the bigh freights and
leave the lowest freights to the railways,
‘that was unfair competition. If road trans-
port had carried freights at the average
charge of 1.98d. per mile, it would not have
been able to survive the competition of the
Railway Department. Our objeet was to
Pelp our farmers and pastoralists to develop
the country. Before that, the anti-Labour
Government had te do a deal of searching,
.simply because it eould not carry the freight
‘offering on account of the unfair competi-
tion. The Railway Department engaged
over 1,000 persoms at that time; and they
bave been kept on, and there has been no
reduction in personnel. The metropolitan
basic wage has increased from £3 9s. to £4
19s. 6d. meantime. That is by reason of an
industrial agreement over which the depart-
ment has no authority at all. The staff
have already received increases, and war
burdens have been added. In June of 1943
the additions to wages and salaries amounted
to £687,000. This year, owing to war load-
ing, we shal] have to find another £114,000.
‘Thus the cost in wages has increased by an-
other £180,000 per year since 1932-33.
Freights and fares have been reduced.
Legislation introduced about 1935 bad the
result of reducing freights and fares by
£105,000.

Mr. Patrick: They have been inereased
since.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

But only to a very small extent, not quite
£50,000, Since business has inereased, how-
ever, the decrease of £105,000 has risen
tremendously, of course owing to the in-
crease of revenne. Concessions have greatly
increased. Prices of material have increased,
and wages and everything else have gone
wp since 1932-33, Coal has gone up about
4s. per ton, and sleepers have risen to £4
per load; but railway charges have not been
raised. When giving evidence before the
Commonwealth Rural Reconstruction Com-
mmission, the Associated Banks of W.A. sub-
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mitted the following statement showing in-
creases in costs to the farmers:—

Machinery 15%
Spare parts .. 10%
Superphosphate 43%
Storea 12%
Income tax (£500) 83%
Income tax (£1,000) 98¢%
(Both for married man wnth tllree
children.)

Basic wages 29%
Wages . 50%
Power kerosene .. 65%
Diesel fuel . 132¢;
Wire netting 10%
Fencing wire 22%

Barbed wire .. . . . 19%

Railway freights Nil
Although other costs had increased from be-
tween 10 per cent. and 132 per cent., rail-
way freights remained unaltered. I do not
complain about that, beeanse T consider that
the conniry people are paying quite enough.
My personal opinion is that we should let
taxation pay the defieit.

Mr. Sampson: You are getting most of
the traffic now.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes.

Mr. Sampson: But unsawn logs ave still
brought down by motor truck, I helieve, and
not by rail.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is a matter for the Transport Board.
I do not know. Just now the railways with
their shortage of rollingstoek, manpower and
coal find it extremely difficult to cope with
the traffie they have. Today there is &an ac-
cumulation of over 30,000 tons of material
to be moved. No farmer or produocer in
this State bas suffered because of increased
railway freights. The Railway Department
has carried the whole of the burden. While
the anti-Labour Government was in power,
work of all kinds fell into arrears. I think
I heard the member for West Perth mention
tonight that there was over £500,000 worth
of belated repairs. That is so, and this
Government has had to carry that burden.
But for improvements due to legislation that
would bave been very diffienlt to cope with.
Today, only for that legistation the Railway
Department’s finaneial position would be
hopeless, in a state of chaos. However, on
aecount of that legislation and war activities
everything has moved, and the work has
been done reasonably expeditiously. The in-
creased traffic offering has been diffieult to
cope with on account of petrol rationing, of
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eourse. Beeause of rubber shortage, road
transport has not even played the part it
would have been allowed to play had the
commodity been available.

Some outstanding improvements have been
made in recent years at a ecost of over
£2,600,000. A new railway was built to Big
Bell. The main eastern line was duplicdted
from Tunnel Junction to Mount Helena and
from Spencer’s Brook to East Northam, elim-
inating delays awaiting crossing. The per-
manent way has received attention by means
of re-laying, re-sleepering, re-grading, devia-
tions, re-ballasting, widening banks, re-
fishplating and cambering.

Mr. Sampson: Of course the Big Bell ser-
vice stopped long ago!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
These improvements enabled bigger loads to
be hauled, and also gave greater over-all
speed. But for the improvements the grades
would have been heavier than they are, and
we would not have been azble to haul the
same loads and to travel at the same speed.

Mr. Sewsrd: We wonld be going back-
wards.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
might have been. Anyhow, those improve-
ments have helped very greatly, and have
also been a good avenue for employment.
‘Water supply reservoirs have been enlarged,
and new water snpplies provided in the dry
areas, New station buildings have been
erceted.  Bridges, culverts and stockyards,
where necessary, and pig and lamb unload-
ing Taces to yards have been construeted
and are in use. Facilities for hand-
ling small stock from motor vehicles
have been provided, and new houses
for railway staffs in country centres
have been made available. Numerous other
works bave been earried out, in the nature
of building platforms, sidings and miscel-
laneous improvements. The station yards
at Northam and Brunswick Junetion were
completely remodelled to facilitate the
handling of traffic, marshalling, etc., and so
reduce train delay, The loco. depot at
Northam has been re-organised and & new
barracks for the men has been built. A
new mechanical coaling stage has heen
crected and a 7Oft. turn table installed. Re-
arrangement of repair shops and offices has
been carried out, and also the strengthening
of the subway adjacent to Show Grounds at
Claremont. Improvements have been made
to the refreshment rcoms at Chidlow and
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Spencer’s Brook, and six big “S" class en-
gines are now used on the Eastern Gold-
fields run. Two 70ft. turn tables have been
constructed.

My, Sampson: Do the Army authorities—

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
cannot hear what the hon. member is saying.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member is distinetly out of order by inter-
jecting, He must diseontinue.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
have had to provide an ambulance for the
workmen at Midland Junetion. That has
been a great asset to them, and they were
justly entitled to it. We have also given
them a canteen at a cost of £2,000. It bas
been very successful and will have to be
extended beeanse the dining-room is not
large enough to cater for the present num-
bers, Mechanical coaling plants have heen
established in various eentres, and the 10
new River type locomotives built at Mid-
land Junction Workshops were placed in
traftic in 1938-39 as part of our rehabilita-
tion of engine stock programme. That pro-
gramme would have heen earried out pre-
viously except for the war., Ouwr ioco-
motive trouble, had that been done, would
not now have been nearly so acute. Also,
26 engines went to the Commonwealth
Government to assist it in its war effort.
That was a considerable handicap to the de-
pariment. We have issued two “8” class
engines to traffic and they have been highly
satisfactory. In 1938 six diesel electric cars
were introduced. They have been useful in
the couniry, and bave accelerated our ser-
vices. They have been placed on six differ-
ent routes. Although I am Minister for Rail-
ways and wanted one of these cars to oper-
ate between Norseman and Kalgoorlie, and
another between Kalgoorlie and Laverton
it seemed to me that it was more important
to have them operating where they were, and
and so I did not press my elaims. I will be
very happy when we can duplicate the pre-
sent number, becanse they will be of great
benefit, and will carry twice the number at
present being carried by the diesel coaches.
They will modernise our system to a large
extent.

Mr. North: Is there any chanee of 2
diesel coach for the suburbs?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That remains to be seen. Personally I would
like to see electric trains operating in the
suburbs, A short time ago I was in Mel-
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bourne and Sydnsy, and my opinion is that
the traffic in those cities could not be handled
without the electrie trains.

The Premier: They have six times the
population.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is so., We also have six new modern
type sleeping eoaches being built, hut owing
to the war they have been delayed. We
have not been able to get the necessary
materials, If we had them on iraffic mnch
~of the present criticism would be unneces-
-sary. We have placed 334 wagons of various
‘typed in service during the last four years
and have other vans and wagons under con-
stroction. As I mentioned a few moments
ago, we sold rollingstock to the Common-
wealth Government and we could ill-afford
ito do so at the moment for £100,000. That
sum will be set aside in order fo build new
and up-to-date rollingstock. The railways
have been the prime means of transport of
material and personnel of the Defence Ser-
vices in Western Australia for the past three
years. The curtailment of interstate ship-
ping necessitated the use of the trans-Aus-
tralian railway. That has given us eonsider-
ably more traffic. Country passenger traffic
has increased by over 130 per cent. Quite
:a lot of that comes from the trans. railway
:at Kalgoorlie instead of, as previously, by
hoat. The Service personnel and material,
and other requirements of the military peo-
ple have been attended to, and the Services
_cenerally speaking are well satisfied.

We have given the Commonwealth conces-
sion rates, and we have also extended consid-
erable concessions to the soldiers. 1 mention
ihat to counteract some of the extravagant
ideas that the profits of the railways should
be much greater because our traffic has con-
siderably increased. We bave hed to give a
ot away, but we are satisfied to help in the
war effort wherever we can. We have also
inaugurated a road passenger service between
Kojonup-Williams, Quindanning and Perth.
It is a circuitous route and well away from
existing railways. It has been instituted to
assist the settlers in those districts and we
have received quite a number of letters ex-
pressing appreciation.

Mr. Doney: That was not done this past
year.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
was only last year, or a couple of years
ago.
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Mr. Doney: You mean in the last 11 or 12
years.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
have referred back to 1933 in some instances,
but this does not go back 11 years. Our
costs have been imcreased, but we have not
increased the railway freights. The costs
have risen probably by £1,000,000, which
means that there cannot be such a large
surplas. In fact, to have such & small de-
ficit as is shown, is a credit to the depart-
ment. The primary producers bhave been
helped in every direction possible. But the
Railway Department is only a common car-
tier, and i has suffered a lot of criticism—
and sometimes unfair criticism. Pastoralists
in drought-stricken areas have been granted
free return of stock railed away for agist-
ment, and 25 per cent. tebate on
freight cbarges on sheep and ecattle
to replace losses due to drought. That
concesston creates a load for the de-
partment to carry. The depariment
has, in co-operation with the Water
Supply Departinent, played a part in reliev-
ing the water shortage. We have converted
quite 2 number of our truecks into tanks.
Water was exceedingly short in the Lake
Grace distriet and, I think, in the district
of the memher for Williams-Narrogin, as
well as in other parts of the State. That
also cost the department a few thousand
pounds. When members know the details
they will realise that there is not such a lot
of room for adverse criticism.

Mr. Mann: Are your own members satis-
fled?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
We are satisfled as far as possible We
would like to do more, but everything that
eould be done with the resources at our dis-
posal has been earried out. Every effort
has been made to protect and assist the
people who are producing the real wealth
of this country, We know what they are
doing, and the adverse conditions under
which they are living ecompared with the city
people. We are labouring under no delusions
in that respect. I myself am a farmer and
I suppose have spent as much money as
most other members without very much re-
turn. The primary producers have my sym-
pathy together with that of the Premier
and the rest of the Government. The State
Transport Board has granted subsidies to
permit of the operation of the following
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yoad transport services, which have been
very helpful to the primary producers—
Cranbrook-Boyup Brook.
Ongerup-Neediluep.
Mt. Barker-Forrest Hill-Ealgan River.
Newdegate-Holt Roek,
Neowdegate-Ravensthorpe.

The tramsport of wheat and superphos-
phate between farm and siding in the Lakes
district has been of wonderful assistanece
to the people of the Lakes district. The 4s.
a bushel for the first 3,000 bushels of wheat
has put many of these people on their feet.
I visited that district this year, and I do
not think I have ever seen the people in the
mallee so satisfied as they are foday. Much
of that is due to this Labhour Government.

Mr. Doney: You are on the Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister ean de-
bate these matters later.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am only trying to tell members that so far
as the Labour Party is concerned-—

The CHAIRMAN: I will not permit the
Minister to diseuss anything but the ad-
ministration of his department.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is what I am trying to diseuss, but in
doing so I want to tell members that in that
administration we are making every effort
o assist the people in the country. We do
not stand for eentralisation, but for the de-
centralisation of our transport and railway
serviees,

Mr. Doney: Since when?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That has been our poliey sinee before the
hon. member came into this Chamber, per-
haps. It was our policy before it was
adopted by any other party here. We have
also introduced the zone system for railways
so that the wheat in each district will go to
its natural pert. If it does not, then we
say that a little more freight must be paid
because the freight charge on wheat is not
remunerative.

Mr. Waits: What is the natural port for
Gnowangerup?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member would know better than
I do.

Mr. Watta: I will tell the Mirister. It is
Albany, but the wheat does not go there.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Well, it should.

Mr. Watts: That is what I say.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The railways do not take it there. The
Railway Department is a common car-
rier and, if produce is consigned to any
purt of the State, it must be conveyed theve.

Mr. McDonald: JIs it a common earrier
in the matter of a claim for damages?

Mr. Waits; It is a wost uncommon ecarrier
then,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
When 1 was in business, if I bad anything
of importance to transport I insured it. The
amount of the insurance premium was notl
large and if any aeccident happened to my
goods I was entitled to receive payment. If
people will not insure their goods, they can-
not expect the department to carry them at
# low rate and also bear the loss for damage.
Everyhody who lias freight conveyed by the
railways is at liberty to insare his property,
and if he does so he will be compensated for
any damage sustained.

I repeat that we have zoned transport and
we expect people to use the natural ports.
Large sums of money have been spent on
our ports; a million pounds has been spent
at Geraldton and at Esperance the expendi-
ture has been about £63,000. Consequently
there is no reason why wheat should be
diverted from its nataral port. It is econo-
mically unsound to carry a commodity that
is unremunerative for a longer distance than
is necessary, If members are in favour of
decentralisation, they should take steps to
ensure that their produce is forwarded to
the natural port.

The railway workshops have done their
part in the war effort. During the past few
years large amounts of money have heen
spent on the Midland Junction Workshops.
New machinery has been purchased at =
cost of over £60,000. A new annexe has been
erected, part of which has been utilised for
the machining of shells, while a new forging
annexe is under constraction. An up-to-
date too] room has been erected and preei-
sion tools have been manufactured. These
have been nsed not only in our own shops,
but also in other workshops of the State,
and some have been sent to the Easbern
States. In these directions the workshops
have done very well. The foundry has been
enlarged and two new steel furnaces will
cope with castings.

Before installing these new furnaees
the whole of our castings had to he
done outside, We were selling our serap
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material very cheaply, and then buying it
back in the form of castings. The fact
of being able to do our own castings
will be very helpful and profitable. The
chemist's shop at Midland Junction Work-
shops has been enlarged. We have an in-
dustrial chemist there who is a very import-
ant officer, and we are giving him the accom-
modation and equipment required, Confraets
received represent a valueg of meore than
£1,500,000 and the work done has been of
a very high grade. The workshops have re-
ceived no complaints; on the contrary they
have received quite a fot of commendation
for their work., I am not prepared to give
the whole of the credit to the administration
and to officers in high places; the men and
women who have done the actual work are
deserving of credit. They have worked un-
der difficult conditions and the people
should be grateful to them.

Amenities for the staffl are a necessity in
order to secure maximum production and
efficiency and to minimise accidents. We
are providing such facilities wherever pos-
sible. T feel that I am echoing the senti-
ments of the Government when I say that
we will provide amenities such as canteens,
dining rooms, change rooms, lockers, efe.,
wherever possible. At present we have 380
apprentices under indentude, 68 of them
being on service. When Labour returned
to office, there were only 198 apprentices. In
this direction, therefore, we have made a
great improvement,

I should like to quote from a letter writ-
ten by ong of my constituents, Mr. W. T.
Lucss, of Esperance. He says—

Re railway freights: These are a gore point
with outback settlers and traders. The rail-
ways being owned by the State, it should not
fall to the farmers, miners and settlers of all
kinds outside the metropolitan area to pay the
upkeep of railways with freight charges.
National railways should be kept in commission
by everyome. A sales tax of 5 per cent. or 10
per cent, on all goods used in the State with
no freights payable would make goods one
prica in town and eountry, making rural in-
dustries more attractive to settlers.

I promised to read that letter without com-
ment.  There may be something in what the
writer says.

Mr. Seward: No doubt there is,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The memher for West Perth eriticised the
railways and said he could not understand
why, in view of the increased traffic, the de-
partment had not made more than £2 on
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the previous year’s turnover. The hon.
member's criticism was quite constructive;
I am not complaining of it. I should like
to read what he said and then give the
reply. The report of his statement was—

Criticising railway finance in the Legislative
Assembly on Tuesday night, when digcussing
the Estimates for 1943-44, the Leader of the
National Party said that no matter how much
the turnover improved, the Railway Depart-
ment was uo better off. This ealled for an
explanation why, in view of the belter revenuc,
results werg not better. It seemed to the lay
person that the present golden opportunity te
secure greater revenue from war traffic had
not been taken, Despite the fact that extra
traffic had been paid for in spot eash by the
Federal Government, the department over the
past year was only £2 better off.

All those freights had to be reduced. The
department has submitted the following
reply i—

The reason why railway finaneial results are
not better is that operating costs are ever ad-
vancing, whilst charges are at pre-war levels.
This aspect was dealt with fully previously
but the Government decided that no increase be
made in fares and freights.

One of the departmental heads happened to
mention that railway freights should be in-
ereased by 12 per cent., but that did not
emanate from the Government,

Mr. Watts: He did not happen to meu-
tion it; he told us so.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS: He
was a junior head.

Mr. Doney: A junior head!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am prepared to tell members who it was.

Mr, Watts: We know who it was.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
was My, Rayner, who is a very able officer.

As regards the improvement of £2 only in
the net earnings for 1942.43, basic wage in-
creases added £87,600 to the wages bill of
1942-43 as compared with that of 1041.48.
Higher payments for Sunday time and overtime
necounted for £35,500. The debits for fuel
and sleepers were £63,000, and £36,000 higher
respeetively. War damage insurance for a full
year as compared with six wmonths only of
1941-42 added £17,500, and an additional
£20,000 wae contributed to the aceident and
fire insurance to offset marine and other losses.
£38,500 more than in 1941-42 was spent on
much needed repaira to rolling stock, and extra
provision was made for clearance of aceumu-
lated leave and belated maintenance to the ex-
tent of £8,000 and £60,000 respectively.

The foregoing items represent £376,100 of
the additional expenditure of £421,593 re-
corded, and by no means do they exhaust the
list of increased burdens which the depart-
ment has had to bear,
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Mr. McDonald: How shout Queensland
with a surplus of £5,000,000%

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
statement continues—

The percentage which working expenses bear

to earnings is the usval barometer of railway
performance and to have been able to confine
the inerease in the operating ratio to only
2,32 per cent. in a year in which additional
burdens to the extent of £376,100—mnearly 11
per cent. of the total working expenditure—
had to be absorbed reflects no mean achieve-
ment by the administration and staff of the
service,
That statement should convinee the hon.
member that the department has done
an excellent job. The hon. member by in-
terjection referred to Queensland. That
State is in a very different category from
Western Australia. It has 5,666 miles of
3 ft. 6in. gauge lines which is far greater
than our mileage, and thic population per
wile to railway constructed is greater than
ours, while the freights are a little higher
than those here. Considering the size and
other disabilities of this State, members will
find that our department has done a reason-
ably good job even when compared with the
other States. I have comparative figures re-
Jating to the Eastern States, but I do not
propose to give them. I obtained the figures
personally when travelling on those rail-
ways, and T can say from experience that
when everything is eonsidered our railways
compare more than favourably with those
of the Eastern States. When I returned
to Western Australia T commended the Gov-
ernment on its achievements.

Mr. Watts: It depends on how much eon.
sideration you have given.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I have given the matter a great deal of con-
sideration,

Mr. Watts: I was not referring to you,
but te the public.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The public suffer inconvenience in all diree.
tions, A person going into n shop cannot
now get exactly what he wants. The other
day I went to Boans at 1 o’clock to get a
meal and had to wait for three-quarters of
an hour, and then did not get what I wanted.
That was owing to shortage of staff, [
shonld have gone to the railway refreshment
room, where I would have bheen sorved
promptly, I have considered the matter of
railway refreshment rooms and have arrivad
at the definite conelusion—T speak for my-
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self only now—that it would pay the Gov-
ernment to take over all the railway refresh-
ment rooms when the war is over.

I should add a few words about the Tram-
ways and Eleetricity Supply. The trolley-
buses are giving an extremely good service.
Some mention was made this evening about
queueing up for the buses, but I would
point out that there is no queueing in Aus-
tralia and that if it were introduced here
we would have still greater congestion. The
trolley-bus service between Perth and Clare-
mont compares favourably with any similar
service in Australia. There are other poinis
nt which the congestion is greater than at
the terminus of the Claremont service. The
complaints about the eongestion appear to
he made by some persons desirous of ingra-
tiating themsclves with the people living in
the Claremont district.  Mr. Taylor, the
manager, has discharged bis duties in a
highly commendable manner.

With rvegard to cleetricity supply, we are
building up to the peak Jond and very soon
will have to instal another plant. Wheve
that will be installed I cannot definitely say,
but the sooner it is installed the better, The
thermal efficicney of our plant is the high-
est in Australia and the second highest in
the British Empire, It has reached 28.2,
which reflects great credit on the manage-
ment.

Progress reported.

BILL—INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT,

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

House adjourned at 1051 p.m.
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